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Dear R.eaders,

“Che bleakness of winter dissipates with the melting
snow, transforming into trickling water that
gathers to form a pool of intoxicated spring. “Che
thawing river flowing dovwn from the mountains
amplifies the heartbeat of the impending season.
“Che mountain curves with complementary
femininity, displaying the allure of their silhouettes

with the announcement of their pale green garb.

“This season, the theme of W Life is " True Self.
We all wear certain masks to conform, such as
the good student, well-behaved child, quiet girl,
or macho tman. We often pretend to be the people
we are expected to be, forgetting our true selves.
W Life suggests that we should embrace our

untwisted self. CAlthough the process is challenging
and may result in confusion and misunderstandings
from friends and family, remember that you are
always the best version of yourself without any
disquise. “Che article includes sections on how art,
science, and literature guide students to discover
their true selves in different ways. CAppraising the
theme of " Crue Self* will help W LS A students

realize their identities the way they were made.

Best regards,
NMichael C
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Art Gallery

' Art is not what you see, but what you make others see.”
-~ Edgar Degas



Golden Days

- BXBH R4 Bella Ouyang

Time passes, things change. You could be anywhere
in the world, doing anything that matters to you at
that time, but perhaps someclay, sitting on the park
bench, you will recall yourself ever once sitting on
a similar chair, playing with your puppies, never get

tired.




Babel

- 2R R s Bella Ouyang

Walking on the steps in the spiral tower, traces of
experience are left and hang on the wall, with new acventure
capable to see through the wincows. However, as the journey
is finished, acventurers come back to the bottom of the
tower, where it was liftecl.
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Trueself

Exquisite makeup, gorgeous dress, a man puts on his dancing shoes
and prepares to appear on the stage



By Melvin &7
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Literature

(W'orkshap

' Literature is the most agreeable ag tgnormghf



"Past”

A few days ago. I met someone who looked about my age. When I saw him. I thought I was

familiar with him. but I couldn 't remember who he was. So recently. 1" ve been thinking. when

I was a child. did I do anything or make friends? I only seem to remember a life after the age

of 17. Whenever I think of this problem. I have a headache. Something seems to be locked and

wants to break in through the door and dash out. Several times. | wanted to explore the answer

from my father. However. when I said the word "boy . he looked at me in fear and surprise.

I ve never seen such an expression on his face. so every conversation ends here. These con-

fused things also aroused my curiosity about my past.

Alan's Dairy (Fifteen years ago, when Alan was 15.)

Today. a new neighbor moved in. There was a
couple and their son who looked as old as me. In
the afternoon. they came to our house as con-
vention and brought some snacks and gifts. I was
playing games on the sofa. the boy was in a daze.
and the parents were discussing their children. |
feel a little bored after 10 minutes. | took the
initiative to smile and asked him if he wanted to
play games with me. He cruelly refused me. "My
name is Alan. What 's your name?” I still haven 't
given up on establishing a relationship with him.
"Edmund Garcia.” he replied. looking at me with-
out

any expression. Then they went home. My
parents told me that he was five days young-
er than me. and was expected to receive the
passage with me. "Passage? What do you
mean by that?” I asked them suspicious-
ly. They thought for a long time and told me
that it was a process from a boy to a man.
"Dad. what have you experienced during
the passage?”  "..Sorry. I don’ t seem to
remember. but it" s something everyone has
to experience. ~ What he said made me very
confused. The passage is a mysterious thing.



Later. Edmund 's mother often brought him
to visit us. Every time. she was very warm and
generous and brought some snacks I like to eat.
Edmund is nothing like his mother. He is always
expressionless. It 's a waste of his handsome
face. However. [ insisted on talking to him and
found that he was as curious about this article
as | was. So we became friends and began to
study the text together. We decided to gather

in the library in the city center every Sunday to

study. One day. I suddenly found a rare writ-

ten record in the book. "Edmund. look here! The

book records a phenomenon that all men seem to

temporarily lose their memories of childhood. "
I pointed at him. “Yes. | saw it here. too. but
what did they experience during their journey
that caused them to suddenly lose their memo-
ry?" Then we began to search for information
in the library. but we got nothing. I suddenly
asked.
will forget each other.” He was silent. I con-
tinued. ‘but I don” t want to forget you.”
"Let’ s
find a way to keep these memories... How about

He nodded in agreement with me.

keeping a diary?”  So keeping a diary became a
habit for me and him. But at the same time. we
don’
loss. We usually study until the next morning.
In May. we celebrated our 16th birthday at
the same time. According to records. the rite
of passage was held on our 17th birthday. So

the arrival of the |6th birthday also means that

the mysterious passage is coming. This is also
the first time he and | invited others to cele-
brate our birthday together. although he and I

are the only two people at the birthday party to

bless each other. I have been with him for half
a year. | find that I always have a tacit under-
standing of him and get along well with him. |
gave him a necklace on his birthday. and he also
gave me one on my birthday. because. in our
culture. the necklace represents a lifetime with
a soul friend. I think he should be the same as

10

"if we lose the memory of childhood. we

t give up looking for the cause of memory

I think. We want to leave our traces on each
other before the rite of passage. Although
it" s childish. this is the way for us to re-
member this memory.  Then we ushered in
the final exam. My school had a holiday more
than ten days earlier than him. and I was
very free. so | spent every day in the library
studying passages. All I want to do is find out
the truth that belongs to us before I lose my
memory. This is a huge amount of reading for
me. because a book with thousands of pag-

es may only have a few sentences describing
the passage. Without Edmund’ s help. I had
to complete all the screening and extraction
of information by myself. Every time I’ m
tired. I look at the necklace around my neck
and become energetic. Gradually. I found a
rule -- everything about the passage seems
to be a mystery. The government did not
mention it in textbooks. nor did it issue any
authoritative articles or statements. The only
research that can be found in the views of a
few scientists or people who are interested

in it. This gave me a hunch that the rite of
passage might not be a good thing to be proud
of. So when I got home. I asked my father
again. "is the rite of passage a good thing
to be proud of and happy?” . My father
thought about this question for some min-
utes. but he had nothing in his mind except the
basic definition of the rite of passage. All the
memories seemed to be erased in a moment.
leaving only the memory of life as a man.

A few days later. Edmund and I discussed
this point. Fortunately. we have achieved
ideological unity. To find out the truth as
soon as possible. we have three days a week
to study adult rites. But in March of the
next year. about two months before our 17th
birthday. Edmund disappeared. including his
parents. | anxiously asked my parents where
Edmund had gone. and they only told me that
the Edmonds had moved away.



It" s impossible. it" s impossible. Edmund would tell me if his family was going to move.
We are best friends. He would tell me and he would come back.

Therefore. | went to the library and waited for him every day until the early morning of the
next day. But Edmund did not come. as if he had disappeared from my world overnight. Some-
times I even suspect that Edmund is just my second personality. but the necklace around my neck
tells me that he did exist.

Without Edmund. I had no enthusiasm for investigating the passage. In the twinkling of an
eye. May was coming and my birthday was coming. I was going to forget Edmund completely.

I' ve been crying on my birthday. | didn’ t know when God will use his magic to make me
lose my childhood memory. I also began to resent Edmund for leaving me until I saw some people
in white break into my house with guns. [ couldn’ t find my parents. I started screaming for
help. but no one answered. I ended up in a cage. They injected me with an unknown object. which
made me sleepy and dizzy. In the last few seconds of waking up. I engraved Edmund’ s name
on the palm of my hand with my fingernails. All the answers were solved at this moment. and |
thought Edmund’ s disappearance was also due to it.

Then I became a man. a man who forgot his childhood.

11
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JJournal

" Che pen is mightier than the sword."
~—- Edward Bulwer



Plastic Pollution in the Pasig River

S il

When people look at this picture above,
they must think of slum houses or some forgotten
dump. However, this is a river that was once voted
the dirtiest place on Earth. If you look closely, you
can see that the garbage is actually floating on the
surface of the water. This is the Pasig River in
Manila, Philippines, which is the main river in
Metro Manila that connects Laguna de Bay and
Manila Bay. Plastic pollution, also called white
pollution, is the main contributor to the catastroph-
ic condition in Pasig River. As one of the major
sources of plastic pollution in the world, Pasig
River accounts for 21% of the organic trash that
flows into Manila Bay (Lor). The river once
provides food, subsistence, and transportation to
the country is now regarded as the toilet of Manila.
The geographic and social influences led to the
degeneration of plastic pollution in the Pasig river
which turned biologically dead in the end, and the
government could create a plastic recycling system
with the participation of residents in Manila to
prevent further deterioration.

The vast amount of nondegradable plastics
led to plastic pollution, but the factors contributing
to the innumerable amount of plastics are popula-
tion growth, geographical location, economic
peak, and urbanization in Manila. Firstly, the rural
residents have been forced to relocate to Metro
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Manila in search of better employment possibili-
ties due to the growing poverty in rural regions.
The constant influx of people has led to over-
crowding and the overuse of the city’s water and
land. The geographical location is also crucial,
being the capital city of the Philippines and “the
smallest area of the regions in the Philippines,
Manila has the highest numbers of households
(28% of the total) and manufacturing industries
(46%)” (Gorme et al.). The increase in migration
and high population density led to the production
of an enormous quantity of waste and a large part
of the waste ends up in rivers. The wastes have
more chance to reach the ocean because the
Philippines is an island country. Moreover, in
2008, Manila accounted for 4.6% of the total
gross domestic product, and urbanization has
expanded by more than 50% during the previous
20 years (Gorme et al.). This also means that the
region's industry, culture, and politics are among
the most prosperous in the country. With the
explosion of the city’s population and the rapid
growth of industry and economy, the Pasig River
was used to dump factory waste, household
waste, and sewage. Lastly, as a developing coun-
try, people are forced to buy things like instant
and cheap products because their wages are
always restricted.



These products are packed in inexpensive, dispos-
able plastic bags, which are typically disposed of
as marine trash or in landfills, like Manila Bay.
Since plastic is a polymer material that is hard to
degrade in nature, it is not being degraded fast
enough to keep up with the Manila people's
production rate, so the only result is a flood of
plastic waste on the Pasig River.

With people’s addictiveness to plastic
products, Manila had encountered severe environ-
mental, social, economic, and health consequenc-
es. In the 90’s, the Pasig River was declared as a
biologically dead river (Cheema). The river was
once a central place for entertainment, economic
activities, transportation, and a source of food and
livelihood as the geographical location made it an
irreplaceable natural resource. Nevertheless,
plastic pollution has totally changed the river in all
aspects. It is now used as a dump by practically all
nearby businesses as well as informal settlers who
live along the river’s banks and its tributaries. The
Pasig River began to smell stinky, so people
stopped using its water to wash their clothes and
ferry traffic declined as well. In addition, many
aquatic animals had been seriously affected. The
Laguna de Bay and the Manila Bay were home to
25 distinct species of fish and 13 other aquatic
organisms before pollution ruined the aquatic
ecology. Yet, there are now just 6 fish species and
2 plant species that can survive in dirty water due
to the blocked garbage and the severe lack of
oxygen content (Gorme et al.). The plastic pollu-
tion will eventually affect the country’s economy
and living standards if no remedy action was
taken.

In order to solve the problem of plastic
pollution in the Pasig River, the Manila govern-
ment can create a cycle of river plastic pollution
control. The government and enterprises can work
together to organize fishermen or nearby residents
to recycle plastic waste. The recycled waste. The
recycled plastic will be transferred to relevant
enterprises for batch recycling and made into
plastic products such as cell phone cases, and the
income from the sale of the products will be
returned to the fishermenwho participate in plastic
recycling. A QR code can be added to the products
made from recycled plastic, and the QR code can
be scanned to see the collector, transporter, and
producer of the plastic used to make the product.
This new model of a government-led, indus-
try-corporate, public participate river plastic

pollution control system can attract the partici-
pation of more residents.

Residents can make money and help to solve
the countrys environmental crisis at the same
time, which will give them a sense of accom-
plishment that they are doing something very
worthwhile. The quality of the Pasig River can
be addressed effectively and efficiently when
the local people are involved in saving the
river, and the effect of cooperation between
residents and government agencies is doubled
when compared to government or agencies
working alone. While the problem of plastic
pollution has been improved, the government
still needs to continue to control the source of
plastic waste and strengthen education on
plastic pollution prevention. Solving plastic
pollution problems is the responsibility of the
entire population of Manila, but it all starts
with overcoming the idea that you are too small
to make a difference. The possibilities are
endless, the sky is the limit.

The 27-kilometer Pasig River, which
winds through the heavily populated Metro
Manila dumps more than 63,000 tons of plastic
waste into the ocean annually through Manila
Bay (Enano). The Pasig River is now unable to
function as a normal transportation hub, support
aquatic creatures, and provide food and liveli-
hood for residents. Such disasters are not entire-
ly the fault of poor sanitation and the environ-
mental care of local people. Manila’s location
makes it the commercial and industrial center of
the country, so a large number of people want to
settle down in this relatively prosperous city.
The crowded population and massive amount of
industrial waste accelerate the flood of plastic
pollution on the river. The recycling system that
turned the plastics into products again can be an
immediate action government can take to
mitigate the problem in the Pasig River. Water
is the most crucial resource for humans since it
is a vital component of all living organisms. The
government and locals should work together to
turn the river back to its pristine state as it is the
most significant river in the Philippines.
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QOD IS THE VIELEATN

-Mike Chen G11 Eta
Stabbed by the Holy Lance made of

evolutionary teachings and corruptive mass
culture entwined, God falls down into a
faithless world of cyberpunk industrialization
and social inequity—this is the plagiaristic
image modern high schoolers like to paint of
the American 1920s. And it is false. Since the
Divine Spirit acquires its life and power from
the worship of the finite spirit, how could the
Christian God be dead when Fundamentalist
pamphlets such as The Fundamentals:
A Testimony are in circulation, and a
Pentecostalist student in Kansas is speaking in
the tongues of the Holy Spirit? In The Great
Gatsby, He is not dead. Rather, through the
evocation of the theory of Consubstantiality
and the Passion of Jesus Christ, and the
symbolism of Doctor T.]. Eckleburg, God is
portrayed as an aloof, apathetic, and displeased
figure who is the underlying villain of this tragic
story.

In The Great Gatsby, Gatsby’ s
identification with Jesus and his subsequent
tragedy testifies to God’ s apathy, His dying
powers, and His villainous part in inducing
Gatsby’ s death. In chapter six, Nick’ s
account of Gatsby’ s birth establishes a
connection between Gatsby, Jesus, and His

Father -God.

Gatsby is declared

tobe “the son of

God,” astatement

which is backed

by an allusion—
“he must be about 0|

His Father’ s i

business” —to

Jesus’ s declaration

of his independence

from his biological

parents found in the

Gospel of Luke, "I must be about my Father’s
business." Yet, in his self-invention, Gatsby
is also God himself, as he "sprand from his
platonic conception of himself. "This statement
signifies that Gatsby is at once father and son,
which aligns with the Christian theory of
Consubstantiality, declaring that the Father and
the Son are one, sharing one substance.

Gatsby” s identification with Jesus is further
consolidated by the explicit evocation of the
Passion of Christ before and at Gatsby’ s
death. On the night before his death,
Gatsbykeeps his vigil in the Buchanan’ s
garden, while Nick, his disciple, leaves him
to go home to sleep. This calls to mind
Jesus’ s vigil in the Garden of Gethsemane
and how His disciples left Him alone to suffer.
Immediately before his death, Gatsby is said
to have “shouldered” the air mattress on
which he was later killed. This specific wording
parallels how Jesus “shouldered” His cross,
upon which He was later crucified. Finally,
at the scene of his death, the “red circle in
the water” recalls how “blood and water”
oozed from the side of Christ’ s body after
He was stabbed by the Lance of Longinus,
completing the parallelism.

However, this is where the fate of Jesus and
Gatsby begins to defer. Whereas in Gospel,
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the age of miracles had not ended in the 1920s,
and God, if benevolent, could have revived
Gatsby. Yet Gatsby, in substance one with
God, was not revived. Thus, an apathetic,
aloof, and graceless God whose powers are
failing is portrayed as the underlying villain of
Gatsby’ s death.

Beyond Gatsby, the symbolism of the
eyes of Dr. T.]. Eckleburg and how George
Wilson acts in God’ s name illustrates His
malicious displease. Nick first dwells upon
the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg in chapter two,
where they are described to be “looking out
with persistent glare” and “disembodied.
The word “glare” evinces the face’ s
malignance, while “disembodied” paints
the visual with an extra layer of horror. These
eyes did not appear again till chapter seven,
where “over the ashheaps,” they “kept
their vigil” while Myrtle peered for Tom” s
car. Here, with the word “over” and the
religious connotations of the word “vigil,”
the eyes of T.]J. Eckleburg begin to emerge as
the embodiment of a watcher of some higher
power. Later, in chapter eight, as Wilson
recounts the struggle between himself and
Myrtle, he makes frequent invocations of God.
Wilson is first quoted saying, “you may fool
me, but you can’ t fool God.” And as he
catches the eyes of T.]. Eckleburg behind the
window, he says, “God sees everything.”
Thus, the symbolism of the eyes of T.]J.
Eckleburg as God is established

Then, The Great Gatsby also establishes
a complex relationship between God and
Wilson, as although God does not dwell in
Wilson (because he does not belong to any
church), Wilson is acting in God’ s name.
Wilson” s “nod into the twilight” echoes
Gatsby’ s watch of the green light, which
signifies that they are believers in the same
Christian God. In addition, since the eyes
symbolize God, it should be noted that this

“American God” hovers upon the valley of
ashes, which is not only the site of moral failure
but a miniature epitome of America in the

1920s, where dreams were preyed upon. Thus,
all acts of atrocities against dreamers, of Wilson,
of Tom and Daisy (Tom claimed Daisy to be
Catholic as a pretext),are executed in the face of,
and guided by, the omniscient,the omnipotent
God, indicating how He is the villain lurking
behind all tragedies of the story and the age.

In summary, Fitzgerald portrays God as
the villain of The Great Gatsby through the
identification of Gatsby as Jesus, and the
symbolism of the eyes of Dr. T.]. Eckleburg
and the actions performed in his name. Thus,
not only is the Christian God not dead, he
is committing evil. However, it should be
kept in mind that the Divine Spirit acquires
consciousness through the finite spirit, so God
is as powerful, as good or evil, as his people.
By this theory, the Christian God is just a
concentrated epitome of the characteristics of
His contemporary society. Hence, The Great
Gatsby is still the tragedy of an age, an age of
cyberpunk glory beating ever so steadily into its
inevitable downtime.
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Throughout the development of human
T history, poverty exists in every region
and society and has become the number one
global concern that human face today. In
recent years, the situation is dramatically
changing for the worse after the outburst of
COVID-19. 22% of the world's population, or
1.3 billion people, reside in 107 developing
nations and experience poverty. Now,
multidimensional measures of an individuals’
status are more holistic than only calculating

their income while determining poverty,

Global Concern
of Poverty and

Solutions

Tommy Tang

people assume that the economic
status determines whether a family
or individual are in poverty.
However, the quality of life is
also in consideration, including
the quality of education, medical
treatment and even shelter and
food resources. Ultimately, an
organization with a functional
structure, Mentor leadership style
and Goal-oriented climate are best
suited to mitigate or even address
the poverty issue.

A functional structure of an
organization suits to mitigate
poverty issue. This organization
can be characterized as a structure
in which functional departments
are established to address business
issues at various levels. The
organization uses formal structure

that divides itself into four



departments, the investigation, the planning,
resource gathering and service department.
First, the organization send itsinvestigation
group to a specific area to investigate and
gather survey, by knowing the entirety of
the situation. Then, they were sent to the
planning department to make plans and
goals according to the gathered information.
After that, transferring to the resource
department to collect and buy the necessities,
whether through charity donation or other
activities. Finally, the service department
send the resource to the area of poverty to
complete their mission. The advantages of
function structures are operational speed
and specialization. In the organization,
every department focuses on their own
work, they also are skilled at their own tasks
which means that they finish the task with
high quality and efficiency. The main goal
of a functional structured organization is
their operational speed, and speed is what
the organization needs because the global
concern of poverty is gradually leveling up
in recent years, there is no time left to waste.
World Vision, an organization that fight
against poverty acquires functional structure,
has successfully helped hundreds of places

through 2021, the efficiency and
quality could not be achieved without
the help of this functional structure.
Other organization types do not
acquire both of the advantages at the
same time. As a result, the functional
structure is best suited to mitigate or
even address the poverty issue.

The leadership style Mentor is
best suited for a leader to acquire
and brings in great advantages in
addressing the poverty issue. A
Mentor engages in the development
of people through a caring and
empathetic orientation. Especially
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in organization based on supporting and
caring for the poor, this trait of leadership is
perfect for the position. Not only persuading
— workers to work harder but also motivating
workers based on their empathy and caring
on saving the people in poverty. The goal
of mentor leadership is to help people build
on their abilities. It might be in a pretty
limited approach, like developing a certain
ability (Dungy 2018).While choosing the
organization type as functional, one of the
advantages is specialization, staffs are only
assigned the work they are skilled at. This
goal of mentor leader fits perfectly with
functional organization by developing an
individual’s certain ability. As a result, the
leader encourages his followers to focus more
on their specialties, which leads to workers’
abilities improve, then the efficiency of the
organization improves, and finally leading the
organization to success. Successful mentor
leaders develop their followers into better
athletes, employees, students, or members of
the family—and finally, into better people .
Mentors also see people as resources to be

developed. In other words, Mentors are able to pick more elite staffs
and more talented workers. This will not only extend their organization
human source of power but also their organization influence around the
community. In all, the leadership style is best suited to address the issue.

Goal-oriented climate is best suited to mitigate or even address the
poverty issue. A goal-oriented working climate is result driven, which
means that workers and staffs are motivated by their purpose of doing
the work. While in this situation, people apply for this organization
because they show care and empathy for the people who suffer from
poverty and they want to make a change by taking action. Clearly, their
purpose is to help the poor and contribute to the society. Members in this



organization will not have any regret or complaints since all of their work is not useless, because goal-

oriented climate reminds people of what their purpose is and that is contributing to the society and
help the poor. A sense of self-mastery and concentration alignment are two additional benefits of goals.
In the end, you can't measure what you can't manage, and you can't improve what you can't manage
well, you may accomplish all of that and more by setting goals. Unlike other working climates that
pays attention to the process and how workers feel, Goal-oriented climate automatically ignores the
fact of what they care and the process because the workers who choose to work in the organization
all already have a purpose. With this self-motivation goal set in their mind, a Goal-oriented working
climate is the perfect fit. In conclusion, an organization with a functional structure, Mentor leadership
style and Goal-oriented climate are best suited to mitigate or even address the poverty issue. Poverty
is the top one global concerning issue today, and more and more people are passively moving into
the category due to COVID, when families are in poverty, their children suffer immensely from not
receiving good health care, food and education, which slowly results in the suffrage of generations.
While the situation is severely worsening, it is time for leaders to stand up and create organizations to

fight against poverty to build a better future.
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Rhetorial Devices Analysis

ENGLISH LITERATURE

s6. 4

OMEGA

Kennedy launched his legendary inauguration
address on a frosty day in 1961, calling both
Americans and the splintered globe to face the
common ethical obligation of mankind together.
At that time, a robust civil rights movement on the
inside and Cold War-era aggression on the outside
were severely suppressing society as a whole. In a
turbulent, fragmented age among superpowers, the
whole world was navigating treacherous waters.
Kennedy, as a liberal, issued an unprecedented
battle call: he motivates on behalf of all of
humanity to fight against the threat to liberty,
equality, and civility in order to unite the continent
and mankind to be one. Ultimately, Kennedy’s
use of rhetorical devices enhances his speech
more compelling, thus successfully persuading the
populace all to take a stand for peace.

First and foremost, the well-rounded
appellations exhibited by anaphora endow
Kennedy’s potent charisma with majority
agreement from the globe. By anaphora repetitively
starting with “to”: Kennedy swore allegiance “to
those old allies” and guaranteed the collaboration
can achieve anything; Kennedy promised the
freedom “to those new states” excluding any forms
of constriction; Kennedy proposed assistance to
eliminate poverty “to those people in the huts
and villages ”; Kennedy reminds rejection to
subversions “to [their] sister republics”; Kennedy
advocates aids to new and weak “to sovereign
states” (Kennedy). These remarks overtly draw
attention to the listeners and give them a sense of
accountability. More significantly, these parallel

. )

ANGELINA FANG

demonstrating his inclusion by evolving from
cordial friendliness to respectable aggression.
Thus, Kennedy’s argument is strengthened and
rendered more compelling by the integration of the
logos and the choice of poverty as the rationale.
Besides that, Kennedy makes extensive
use of antitheses throughout his speech to present
the value of liberty and persuade the audience to
join him. A solemn keynote was revealed when
Kennedy poses three antitheses to manifest his
righteous admonition of cooperative freedom.
Kennedy denied in the first place that “today
[is] a victory of party”; instead, he employed
contradictory adjectives to indicate the profound
necessity of freedom after revealing today is more
of a gain of human rights rather than superficial
political leverage. The comparison of “end” and
“beginning” evinces Kennedy’s determination
to resolve conflicts including inequalities or
international disputes amid the tense diplomatic
challenges based on the great deeds of the previous
thirty-four forebears. “Renewal” in comparison
to “change” both foreshadowed Kennedy’s
implication that American liberty will not halt at
domestic survival but be further devoted. Kennedy
then continues to employ another antithesis to
compel his audience to take concrete steps toward
the shared cause of liberty. A stark outlook in
liberalizing humanity as a whole, the decisive
factor that renders his speech effective.parallel
antithesis indicated Kennedy’s committed belief
in cooperation: “United, there is little we cannot.
do” while “divided, there is little we can do¥

appellations speak to all demographics, including o

(Kennedy). “United” compares to “divided”.g-' s
allies, the underprivileged, and adversaries,

prompts the opposite situation that Kennedy = -
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1s going to discuss, and then, “can” in contrast
to “cannot” elucidates the discrepancy between
the two distinct decisions in cooperating, which
reflects that the slight difference can even lead to
great success. In this case, the antithesis serves
as a potent convince of pragmatic actions, which
makes the line less simply a repetitive tedium
than a further disclosure of Kennedy’s outlook
in liberalizing humanity as a whole, the decisive
factor that renders his speech effective.
Furthermore, Kennedy utilizes repetitions
to enlighten the capacity of mankind and instill a
sense of mission in the masses, evincing a cogent
impression. In the fourth sentence, Kennedy uses
repetition to address the human potential hidden
under turbulence. “The power to abolish all forms
of human poverty and all forms of human life.”
The double repetition of “human” especially
emphasizes a sense of unity which embodies
Kennedy’s intention to unite humans as a whole. In
front of the common enemy, disparity, poverty, and
belligerence, Kennedy used to word “power” to
affirm human capability while also subtly denoting
that it is everyone’s burden to fight against the
shared enemies. Kennedy utilizes repetitions to
establish the scene of a heated battlefield after
intimating to human capacities in order to convey
the urgency and accentuate the severity. It is
“not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need:

not as a call to battle, though
embattled we are, but a call to
bear the burden of a long
twilight struggle” "

(Kennedy). The \ \

three repetitions L N

of the word“call” b and
two repetitions of the
words “arms” and -

“battle” not only hint that A
everyone is a soldier on the
battlefield for world peace

but also amend a sonorous
rhythm for an imposing
atmosphere. “Only when our
arms are sufficient beyond doubt
can we be certain beyond doubt that
they will be never employed”. The
repeated “beyond doubt” further highlights
the value of cooperation is even crucial to be
superposed on individual freedom. Throughout
his address, Kennedy progressively increased
the intensity and scope of his contentions. He

concluded with the two aphorisms “ask what you
can do for your nation” and “what collectively we
can do for the freedom of man”, which are both
infinitely catchy.

As a listener, what emerged in front of
me is better a flexible metrical poem supported
by powerful erudition than a stuffless assertion
on human capability. Anaphora, antithesis, and
repetition—three rhetorical techniques Kennedy
used— cast his memorable Inaugural speech that
effectively convinced the public of the significance
of peace. By the form of anaphora, Kennedy’s
words urging sacrifice to meet the challenges
did arouse passions among Americans as well
as people all over the world because he clearly
addresses five populations in five paragraphs
correspondingly. It signals his appeal to align all of
humanity as an entirety and his genuine hope for
peace in the nuclear age. Following that, Kennedy
deploys antithesis to depict a cooperative bright
future in front of the audience, in which strongly
persuades all to contrive for liberalizing peace.
Finally, Kennedy’s repetition underscores that
everyone has a responsibility to contribute toward
peace under the scenario of the battlefield and
underlines again that the act of moving toward
peace is imperative. Not only Kennedy’s genuine
enthusiasm enables him to win fervent support
among young Americans but also the robust
usage of rhetorical appeals to achieve
more than a token
vow of “peace”,
rathees  atiuly
dissolve national
and international
hostilities.
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Science Lab

'Science knows no country, because knowledge belongs

to humanity, and is the torch which illuminates the
world." ~——~ Louis Pasteur
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Minimum Wage, Finan-
cial Development and La-

bor Pde“CtiVity By Lien Fang
1 Abstract:

An empirical study based on the samples of A-share listed companies in China from 2012 to
2019 shows that the increase of minimum wage has significantly improved the labor productivity of
enterprises, and for the regions with higher financial development level, the effect of the increase of
minimum wage on improving the labor productivity is smaller.

1. 1 Introduction

Labor productivity is a key indicator of enterprise performance and a critical driving force
for short-term output and employment growth as well as economic prosperity. Huge gaps exist in
labor productivity among countries, which has become an urgent concern. Worldwide, it is com-
mon for governments to establish a minimum wage system to protect the rights and interests of
workers and the right to legal labor remuneration. Existing studies mainly focus on the impact of
the minimum wage on worker employment, wages, profits, technology choices and other aspects
(Alvarez & Fuentes, 2018; Duanmu et al., 2022).

This current paper concentrates on how financial development affects the relationship be-
tween minimum wage and labor productivity. Previous research shows that minimum wage system
is conducive to the improvement of labor productivity, both at the enterprise level and the overall
economic level (Acharya et al., 2013).Based on the empirical research of the samples of A-share
listed companies in China between 2012 and 2019, this paper demonstrates that the growth of
the minimum wage significantly improves labor productivity of enterprises through such ways as
increasing worker motivation, promoting the accumulation of human capital and improving the
allocation of resources and other positive effects. For regions with higher financial development,
the smaller the financing constraints faced by enterprises on average, the smaller the effect of mini-
mum wage growth on improving labor productivity. The reason is that regions with more advanced
financial development are more likely to replace labor with capital. The lower the level of financial
development, the more limited the role of finance is in improving capital allocation efficiency. The
increase of the minimum wage leads to the exit of more low-efficiency enterprises, and the reduc-
tion of inefficient competition helps surviving enterprises improve their labor productivity.

Compared with Western economies, China’s minimum wage system started late. Due to
different economic developments across regions, the minimum wage standards and the frequencies
of adjustment vary across different provinces.

2 Literature Review and Theoretical Hypotheses:

2.1 Impact of Minimum Wage on Labor Productivity

The minimum wage protection encourages workers to work harder, and higher salaries mo-
tivate higher activity and productivity. Compared with other workplaces, a higher salary attracts
applicants with more experience and higher motivation. As far as the mechanism is well designed,
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higher minimum wage can achieve a win-win situation for both employers and employees. That
means, employees can get higher pay when the average labor cost of employers is the same or slight-
ly higher (Owens & Kagel, 2010).

The minimum wage protection is conducive for the accumulation of human capital. It re-
duces wage competition between low-paid enterprises and the turnover rate of restaurant workers
(Dube et al., 2016). A British research finds that the introduction of the minimum wage has elevated
labor productivity across all British low-paid sections (Croucher & Rizov, 2012). Besides, minimum
wage protection helps reduce the turnover rate of young people and people with poor education
background (Portugal & Cardoso, 2006). Having a relatively stable and long-term job is beneficial
for employees to accumulate experience and enhance their skills.

Hypothesis 1. Keeping other conditions unchanged, the minimum wage is conducive to improving
labor productivity:

2.2 The Regulatory Effect of Financial Development on Minimum Wage
and Labor Productivity

Financial development plays an important role in easing financing constraints, promoting
technology choices and enhancing the development of the private sector, constituting a regulatory
factor that affects the relationship between the minimum wage and labor productivity. The interac-
tion between the labor market and financial institutions has an important impact on employment
and labor force participation rate. The elevation of minimum wage enhances the cost of dismissal,
making it difficult for enterprises to rapidly reduce the number of employees through layofts, thus
affecting the flexibility of operation and production. Financial development mitigates the depen-
dance of enterprises on internal resources and thus reduces the impact of labor costs (Hau et al.,
2020). The flexibility of labor force will in turn promote employment and lift productivity.

Hypothesis 2-a: Financial development has a positive regulatory effect on the relationship between
minimum wage and labor productivity:

But on the other hand, the financial market might form a replacing effect on the labor mar-
ket. The higher the level of financial development, the more likely it is to replace labor with capital
and adopt more capital-intensive production technologies. In regions with lower financial develop-
ment, the elevation of minimum wage forces more low-efficiency enterprises to exit as they find it
hard to get financial support.

Hypothesis 2-b: Financial development has a negative regulatory effect on the relationship between
minimum wage and labor productivity:

3 Research Design:

This paper uses the samples of China’s A-share listed companies between 2012 and 2019,
which is sourced from the Wind Economic Database. The definition, measurement method and data
source of relevant variables are:

(1)Labor productivity. i.e. output per worker. In the benchmark model, the logarithm of per capita
operating income (LP1) is used as an indicator to measure labor productivity.

(2)Minimum wage standard. This paper takes the logarithmic value of the monthly minimum wage
standard of each province in China (Inminwage) as the core explanatory variable.
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(3)Financial development level. Lnfin1 is the logarithm of the balance of RMB loans of financial insti-
tutions at the end of the year, and Infin2 is the logarithm of the ratio of the balance of RMB loans of
financial institutions at the end of the year to the current price of GDP.

(4)Other control variables. The control variables at the enterprise level include: enterprise age (InAGE),
enterprise size (InSIZE), LEVERAGE (i.e. asset-liability ratio); STATE and FOREIGN are dummy
variables which measure whether the company is state-owned or foreign funded. The control variables
at the regional level include: economic development level (InGDP), the degree of openness to the out-
side world (InFDI), the financial support, characterized by the logarithm of science and technology
expenditure (INTECexp) and the logarithm of education expenditure (InEDUexp), information tech-
nology level (ININTER) and population size (InPOPU).

3.2 Model Settings

To verify Hypothesis 1, that is, to examine the relationship between the minimum wage and
enterprise labor productivity, the model is set as follows:

(1)

LP, = a,+ a,Inminwage,, + a,Infin , + a,InAGE, + a InSIZE,
+aLEVERAGE,, + a STATE,,t o, FOREIGN , + a,inGDP,
+a,InFDI , + «,InTECexp, , + o, InEDUexp , + c,InINTER ,
+a,InPOPU , + . +v, + &,

Where i represents enterprise, t the year, p the province, c city; controls individual fixed
effect and controls the time fixed effect; is the residual term, LP the labor productivity of the ex-
plained variable, is the logarithm of the monthly minimum wage standard of each province, mea-
sures the financial development level of each prefecture-level city, and the other control variables
have been defined above. The coefficient describes the relationship between the minimum wage
and enterprise labor productivity.

In order to test Hypothesis 2, that is, to examine the regulatory effect of financial develop-
ment on the relationship between minimum wage and enterprise labor productivity, the interac-
tion terms of Inminwage and Infin are added to the model:

(2)
LF, = B+ B, Inminwage,, + B, Infin,, + B, lnminwage, * Infin,

+B,InAGE, + BInSIZE, + B LEVERAGE, + B.STATE,
+B.FOREIGN,, + B,InGDP, + B, InFDI , + B, InTECexp,,
+B,InEDUexp . + B InINTER , + 3, InPOPU , + u. +v, +¢,

where is a coefficient to be highlighted. If is significantly positive, Hypothesis 2-a is verfied;
on the other hand, if is significantly negative, Hypothesis 2-b is verified.
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4 Empirical Analysis

4.1 Benchmark Regression

As shown in the following table, the regression in Table 2 takes LP1 as the explained variable
and Inminwage as the core explanatory variable. Column (1) is a univariate model, column (2) fur-
ther controls the individual fixed effect and time fixed effect, and column (3) goes on to add control
variables at the enterprise level and prefecture-level city level. Column (3) shows that the estimated
coefficient is significantly positive, and Hypothesis 1 is thus verified.

In column (4) an interaction term Inminwage_Infinl is added. The estimated coefficient is

significantly positive, and Hypothesis 2-b is thus verified.

Table 2 Minimum Wage, Financial Development and Labor Productivity

(1) (2) (3) (4)
Ipl Ipl Ipl Ipl
Inminwage 0.5086*** 0.1732%** 0.2282*** 0.9911***
(18.9301) (3.0201) (3.7037) (3.5445)
Infinl 0.0462*** 0.0077%** 0.0033 0.2995%**
(14.2882) (2.8484) (0.2944) (2.6938)
Inminwage Infinl -0.0413***
(-2.6789)
InAGE -0.0120 -0.0117
(-0.3669) (-0.3585)
InSIZE 0.1677%** 0.1682***
(13.6740) (13.7054)
LEVERAGE 0.0002 0.0002
(0.7687) (0.7735)
STATE 0.1340*%** 0.1351***
(4.4567) (4.4884)
FOREIGN 0.0025 0.0034
(0.0421) (0.0578)
InGDP 0.0011 0.0228
(0.0654) (1.2882)
InFDI -0.0050 -0.0048
(-1.4136) (-1.3639)
InTECexp 0.0063 0.0007
(1.2052) (0.1296)
InEDUexp 0.0045 0.0122
(0.4915) (1.2648)
InINTER 0.0013 -0.0073
(0.1433) (-0.8512)
InPOPU 0.0064 0.0051
(0.8258) (0.6572)
cons 9.1274%*%* 12.1128%*% 8.1710%** 2.5335
(48.0666) (29.3185) (16.6323) (1.2185)
Firm fe No Yes Yes Yes
Year fe No Yes Yes Yes
N 34196 34196 28011 28011
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4.2 Robustness Test

To testify the robustness of the conclusion, the logarithmic value of the ratio of the balance
of RMB loans of financial institutions at the end of the year to the current price of GDP (Infin2)
is used as the core explanatory variable. As shown in Table 3, column (1) is a univariable model,
column (2) further controls the individual fixed effect and time fixed effect, column (3) adds the
control variables at both enterprise and prefecture city levels, and column (4) supplements the in-
teraction item Inminwage_Infinl. We have here a significantly positive estimated coefficient, which
verifies Hypothesis 1. The estimated coefficient of the interaction term in column (4) is significantly
negative, which verifies Hypothesis 2-b and is consistent with the estimated result of the benchmark

regression.
Table 3 Robustness Test

(1) (2) (3) (4)
Ip1 Ip1 Ip1 Ip1
Inminwage 0.5579*** 0.1817*** 0.2282*** 1.0092**
(19.6865) (2.9646) (3.7037) (2.3362)
Infin2 0.1446*** 0.0156* 0.0033 0.6065*
(12.9404) (1.8634) (0.2944) (1.7955)
Inminwage_Infin2 -0.0830*
(-1.7887)
InAGE -0.0120 -0.0118
(-0.3669) (-0.3597)
InSIZE 0.1677*%* 0.1679***
(13.6740) (13.6793)
LEVERAGE 0.0002 0.0002
(0.7687) (0.7717)
STATE 0.1340*** 0.1341*%*
(4.4567) (4.4556)
FOREIGN 0.0025 0.0024
(0.0421) (0.0404)
InGDP 0.0045 0.0138
(0.3686) (1.1849)
InFDI -0.0050 -0.0059
(-1.4136) (-1.6334)
InTECexp 0.0063 0.0028
(1.2052) (0.5222)
InEDUexp 0.0045 0.0102
(0.4915) (1.0511)
InINTER 0.0013 -0.0040
(0.1433) (-0.4724)
InPOPU 0.0064 0.0059
(0.8258) (0.7504)
_cons 8.2225%%% 12.0463*** 8.1710*** 2.4227
(39.8959) (27.4264) (16.6323) (0.7592)
Firm fe No Yes Yes Yes
Year fe No Yes Yes Yes
N 29010 29010 28011 28011
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5 Conclusion

This empirical research based on the samples of China’s A-share listed companies from
2012 to 2019 shows that the growth of minimum wage significantly improves labor produc-
tivity for enterprises, and for regions with more advanced financial development, the effect of
the growth of minimum wage on improving labor productivity is smaller. Regions with higher
financial development tend to adopt more capital-intensive production technologies; the lower
the level of financial development, the more limited the role of finance in improving the efficiency
of capital allocation.

Our research demonstrates that there may be a potential substitution relation between
the financial market and the labor market. For regions with relatively low financial development,
raising the minimum wage can lay a role in elevating labor productivity. This offers policy makers
a substantial reason to prioritize the protection of labor force in financially backward areas.
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