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Dear Readers:
New Year came in the coldest winter. This year, Winter Olympics was held in China; New Year came in the coldest winter. This year, Winter Olympics was held in China; 

pandemics will be more unpredictable; G12 will soon graduate, and G11 is ready for pandemics will be more unpredictable; G12 will soon graduate, and G11 is ready for 

new challenges. The past year is tough. We sometimes suffered, and we met difficulties new challenges. The past year is tough. We sometimes suffered, and we met difficulties 

that we could not stand. We suppressed our cry in our chest while also silencing the that we could not stand. We suppressed our cry in our chest while also silencing the 

song in our throat. But all the time, we smiled, we laughed, we accompanied each song in our throat. But all the time, we smiled, we laughed, we accompanied each 

other, we made it through it. other, we made it through it. 

Every time we confront the storms and thunder, we cried out. We cried out the deepest Every time we confront the storms and thunder, we cried out. We cried out the deepest 

faith buried in our hearts, that we are capable of becoming better, that we are not faith buried in our hearts, that we are capable of becoming better, that we are not 

afraid, that we can become the people we want to be. And the most important thing afraid, that we can become the people we want to be. And the most important thing 

is, even during the tough year, we still love each other. We never stopped loving. And is, even during the tough year, we still love each other. We never stopped loving. And 

love heals our hearts. We expressed our love through writing, through creating, through love heals our hearts. We expressed our love through writing, through creating, through 

expression. We hope our feelings can become a source of energy for other people. We expression. We hope our feelings can become a source of energy for other people. We 

hope that everyone who reads this magazine can feel that sense of hope and love. hope that everyone who reads this magazine can feel that sense of hope and love. 

New Year has come. As well as new breakthroughs. New Year has come. As well as new breakthroughs. 

Themed “Breakthrough”, the third issue of WLIFE, January-March 2022 Edition, Themed “Breakthrough”, the third issue of WLIFE, January-March 2022 Edition, 

includes sections of Art Gallery, Science Lab, Literature Workshop, with new sections includes sections of Art Gallery, Science Lab, Literature Workshop, with new sections 

like Campus Event, and Student Journal. We shared out a breakthrough in the new like Campus Event, and Student Journal. We shared out a breakthrough in the new 

year; we expressed our hope for the new days; we continue to love, to throw away all year; we expressed our hope for the new days; we continue to love, to throw away all 

the failures in the past, to walk fearlessly, to run, to fly. the failures in the past, to walk fearlessly, to run, to fly. 

Finally, I want to end this letter with some inspiring words for you to live through Finally, I want to end this letter with some inspiring words for you to live through 

this new year: “I’m just telling you to live in it. Not just to endure it, not just to this new year: “I’m just telling you to live in it. Not just to endure it, not just to 

suffer it, not just to pass through it, but to live in it. To look at it. To try to get the suffer it, not just to pass through it, but to live in it. To look at it. To try to get the 

picture. To live recklessly. TO take chances. To make your own work and take pride picture. To live recklessly. TO take chances. To make your own work and take pride 

in it. To seize the moment. ”in it. To seize the moment. ”

Best Regards,Best Regards,

Yuki WangYuki Wang

WLIFEWLIFE

"SU�(BMMFSZ
Coco DaiCoco Dai
Kacey LuKacey Lu
Violet ZhangViolet Zhang

+PVSOBM
Bobo QinBobo Qin
Cynthia ChenCynthia Chen
Lily LiLily Li
Victor LuVictor Lu

-JUFSBUVSF�
8PSLTIPQ
Daniel CaoDaniel Cao
Elliot JinElliot Jin
Iris MaoIris Mao
Jason QiuJason Qiu
Myra LyuMyra Lyu
Sean YuanSean Yuan
Yuki WangYuki Wang

4DJFODF
Alva HeAlva He
Benny CaoBenny Cao
Evelyn ZhuEvelyn Zhu
Lucy DiaoLucy Diao
Lucy DiaoLucy Diao
Yvonne OuYvonne Ou

%FTJHO���
*MMVTUSBUJPO

Bill YangBill Yang
Eddie FangEddie Fang
Iris ChenIris Chen
Jason QiuJason Qiu
Jiayin LiJiayin Li
Leif LiLeif Li
Lily LiLily Li
Lucy Diao Lucy Diao 
Phoenix LiuPhoenix Liu
Reyna FengReyna Feng

$PWFS�"SUXPSL
Cathy ChenCathy Chen

$PWFS�%FTJHO
Eddie FangEddie Fang

&EJUPS�JO�$IFG�
Yuki WangYuki Wang

.BOBHJOH�
&EJUPS
Celina ChenCelina Chen
Joanna ZhuJoanna Zhu

%JSFDUPS�PG�
%JHJUBM�.FEJB

Austin ZengAustin Zeng

Dear Readers:
New Year came in the coldest winter. This year, Winter Olympics was held in China; New Year came in the coldest winter. This year, Winter Olympics was held in China; 

pandemics will be more unpredictable; G12 will soon graduate, and G11 is ready for pandemics will be more unpredictable; G12 will soon graduate, and G11 is ready for 

new challenges. The past year is tough. We sometimes suffered, and we met difficulties new challenges. The past year is tough. We sometimes suffered, and we met difficulties 

that we could not stand. We suppressed our cry in our chest while also silencing the that we could not stand. We suppressed our cry in our chest while also silencing the 

song in our throat. But all the time, we smiled, we laughed, we accompanied each song in our throat. But all the time, we smiled, we laughed, we accompanied each 

other, we made it through it. other, we made it through it. 

Every time we confront the storms and thunder, we cried out. We cried out the deepest Every time we confront the storms and thunder, we cried out. We cried out the deepest 

faith buried in our hearts, that we are capable of becoming better, that we are not faith buried in our hearts, that we are capable of becoming better, that we are not 

afraid, that we can become the people we want to be. And the most important thing afraid, that we can become the people we want to be. And the most important thing 

is, even during the tough year, we still love each other. We never stopped loving. And is, even during the tough year, we still love each other. We never stopped loving. And 

love heals our hearts. We expressed our love through writing, through creating, through love heals our hearts. We expressed our love through writing, through creating, through 

expression. We hope our feelings can become a source of energy for other people. We expression. We hope our feelings can become a source of energy for other people. We 

hope that everyone who reads this magazine can feel that sense of hope and love. hope that everyone who reads this magazine can feel that sense of hope and love. 

New Year has come. As well as new breakthroughs. New Year has come. As well as new breakthroughs. 

Themed “Breakthrough”, the third issue of WLIFE, January-March 2022 Edition, Themed “Breakthrough”, the third issue of WLIFE, January-March 2022 Edition, 

includes sections of Art Gallery, Science Lab, Literature Workshop, with new sections includes sections of Art Gallery, Science Lab, Literature Workshop, with new sections 

like Campus Event, and Student Journal. We shared out a breakthrough in the new like Campus Event, and Student Journal. We shared out a breakthrough in the new 

year; we expressed our hope for the new days; we continue to love, to throw away all year; we expressed our hope for the new days; we continue to love, to throw away all 

the failures in the past, to walk fearlessly, to run, to fly. the failures in the past, to walk fearlessly, to run, to fly. 

Finally, I want to end this letter with some inspiring words for you to live through Finally, I want to end this letter with some inspiring words for you to live through 

this new year: “I’m just telling you to live in it. Not just to endure it, not just to this new year: “I’m just telling you to live in it. Not just to endure it, not just to 

suffer it, not just to pass through it, but to live in it. To look at it. To try to get the suffer it, not just to pass through it, but to live in it. To look at it. To try to get the 

picture. To live recklessly. TO take chances. To make your own work and take pride picture. To live recklessly. TO take chances. To make your own work and take pride 

in it. To seize the moment. ”in it. To seize the moment. ”

Best Regards,Best Regards,

Yuki WangYuki Wang

Dear Readers:
New Year came in the coldest winter. This year, Winter Olympics was held in China; New Year came in the coldest winter. This year, Winter Olympics was held in China; 

pandemics will be more unpredictable; G12 will soon graduate. G1o and G11 are pandemics will be more unpredictable; G12 will soon graduate. G1o and G11 are 

ready for new challenges. The past year is tough. We sometimes suffered, and we ready for new challenges. The past year is tough. We sometimes suffered, and we 

met difficulties that we could not stand. We suppressed our cry in our chest while met difficulties that we could not stand. We suppressed our cry in our chest while 

also silencing the song in our throat. But all the time, we smiled, we laughed, we also silencing the song in our throat. But all the time, we smiled, we laughed, we 

accompanied each other, we made it through it. accompanied each other, we made it through it. 

Every time we confront the storms and thunder, we cried out. We cried out the deepest Every time we confront the storms and thunder, we cried out. We cried out the deepest 

faith buried in our hearts, that we are capable of becoming better, that we are not faith buried in our hearts, that we are capable of becoming better, that we are not 

afraid, that we can become the people we want to be. And the most important thing afraid, that we can become the people we want to be. And the most important thing 

is, even during the tough year, we still love each other. We never stopped loving. And is, even during the tough year, we still love each other. We never stopped loving. And 

love heals our hearts. We expressed our love through writing, through creating, through love heals our hearts. We expressed our love through writing, through creating, through 

expression. We hope our feelings can become a source of energy for other people. We expression. We hope our feelings can become a source of energy for other people. We 

hope that everyone who reads this magazine can feel that sense of hope and love. hope that everyone who reads this magazine can feel that sense of hope and love. 

New Year has come. As well as new breakthroughs. New Year has come. As well as new breakthroughs. 

Themed “Breakthrough”, the third issue of WLIFE, January-March 2022 Edition, Themed “Breakthrough”, the third issue of WLIFE, January-March 2022 Edition, 

includes sections of Art Gallery, Science Lab, Literature Workshop, with new sections includes sections of Art Gallery, Science Lab, Literature Workshop, with new sections 

like Campus Event, and Student Journal. We shared out a breakthrough in the new like Campus Event, and Student Journal. We shared out a breakthrough in the new 

year; we expressed our hope for the new days; we continue to love, to throw away all year; we expressed our hope for the new days; we continue to love, to throw away all 

the failures in the past, to walk fearlessly, to run, to fly. the failures in the past, to walk fearlessly, to run, to fly. 

Finally, I want to end this letter with some inspiring words for you to live through Finally, I want to end this letter with some inspiring words for you to live through 

this new year: “I’m just telling you to live in it. Not just to endure it, not just to this new year: “I’m just telling you to live in it. Not just to endure it, not just to 

suffer it, not just to pass through it, but to live in it. To look at it. To try to get the suffer it, not just to pass through it, but to live in it. To look at it. To try to get the 

picture. To live recklessly. TO take chances. To make your own work and take pride picture. To live recklessly. TO take chances. To make your own work and take pride 

in it. To seize the moment. ”in it. To seize the moment. ”

Best Regards,Best Regards,

Yuki WangYuki Wang
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Disconnect & Connect
Kacey Lu, G11 Delta
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 θᡇᱥж⡽㩳ਬθྸٽ
ṇᷓθу߃ᱥᡇ⊿䠃Ⲻᷭ䬷Ⱦ 
ᡇ㾷伎ৱᰖӰⲺ㺍䚉θ 
൞དྷ䠂ㅿ֖ⲺࡦᶛȾ 
ᡇ䰤䛙ཟٕᶛж⛯ᴾݿθ 
➝൞֖䓡рθ 
䶖䘇θ⎾㷃θ㭉ᔬχ 
ᡇԢղ㑷᱕㡢ඖ㩳θ 
൞֖Ⲻ俏䠂θ 
㘱┐θ⊿䞿θ䲭Ⱦ 
 
 θᡇᱥж⡽㩳ਬθྸٽ
Ა伄θᱥᡇ䳴䘹ⲺᇵળȾ 
ᡇ㾷൞ᰖӰⲺ㺍䚉ф֖ާ㡔θ 
ԱࠣᲐ伄◶䎭ỜⲺ⏕╠Ⱦ 
ᡇ⍱൞Ờ䠂θ 
ᴾӤᵠॽ䎭θ 
དྷᒋᶛурȾ 
Ა伄འ߭θ 
 䎦ҼӻᆎⲺ⨼Ჰχࡤ
ӄᱥᡇᡩỜູθ 
ੇ䛙⋗ᴿታཪⲺ䘒ᯯ伔ᢢȾ 
 
 θᡇᱥж⡽㩳ਬθྸٽ
ờẆṇθᱥᡇᴶⲺᖈᇵȾ 
ᖉᡇԄ⊿䞿Ⲻ俏ѣᤊ࠰θ 
ᖉᡇ൞䳴ᘎⲺỜູѣ䟈ᶛθ 
ᡇу߃ᢝӄሱᢴਜж⡽фᡇ⚫典྇
ਾⲺṇਬȾ 
ᡇᗍθᒮҁχ 
уᗍθળ⸙Ⱦ
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Gatsby and My Grandpa's              
    overlapping lives

                                                            By Iris Mao

Late spring and early summer, the seasons 
tha t  symbol ized  hope ,  renewal ,  and 

inspiration, are the initial setting of the novel 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. During 
this time, nothing is impossible— the flowers 
are blooming, the grass is growing, and more 
importantly, the broken relationships are getting 
to be reunited. However, the charming seasons 
are also fatal. When fall comes, the coming wind 
EORZV�WKH�OHDYHV��ÀRZHUV��DQG�HQHUJ\�WR�FRQWLQXH�
life. Since so many wonderful memories are 
stored during this period, when time passes, 
some people, such as the character Jay Gatsby 
in the novel and my grandpa, devote themselves 
to the past and create their ideal world that is far 
from reality. Ultimately, as Gatsby ends his life 
without fulfilling his great dreams and owing 
Daisy, I have realized my Grandpa’s tragic life: 
accumulate wealth by himself but stay in his 
ideal world with the past memories until his 
demise. 
    Just as Gatsby’s big ambitions to pursue the 
dream of wealth, my grandpa was born poor  

but was bold to abandon everything he 
originally had and pursue his dream. When 
Gatsby was 17, he left his home in North 
Dakota to pursue his great American Dreams. 
The narrator Nick in the novel describes 
Gatsby as “a son of God—a phrase which, 
means anything”. Specifically, Gatsby did 
not succumb to the poverty of his original 
family, instead, he kept struggling to achieve 
a larger, farther world with richness and high 
social status. My grandpa on the other hand 
did not believe any impossibility in the world, 
the same as Gatsby did. He did not satisfy 
with being a farmer, so he left home from the 
south of China to the northern side to develop 
business. During the struggling process, he had 
slept in the vast field, watched the twinkling 
starry sky, observed the sunset and sunrise 
— all on his own. He suffered the greatest 
pain in the world: loneliness. However, the 
strong desire and ambitions to reach the goal 
successfully defeated these pains. Eventually, 
both Gatsby and my grandpa became a success 
in their own right. 
   Not only does my grandpa’s ambitious 
dream remind me of Gatsby, but his ideology 
that stayed in his ideal world with past 
memories further proves their similarities. 
After Gatsby’s 5-year-separation with Daisy, 
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he accidentally dropped a “defunct mantelpiece 

clock” on the ground when he first saw 

Daisy. The symbolic still clock demonstrates 

Gatsby’s obsession with the past, devoting 

himself to the time when Daisy still belongs 

to him. Similarly, my grandpa lived forever 

when my grandma was still alive, regardless 

of her death. He created an ideal world he can 

“fix everything just the way it was before”, 

especially his relationship with Daisy. The 

fresh, renewed seasons trigger Gatsby’s 

fantasy to relive the past memories with Daisy. 

In Gatsby’s superficial ideal world, Daisy is 

the center of the world, where Gatsby is her 

only lover and guardian. Likewise, my grandpa 

locked his mindset after my grandma’s death. 

In his blockaded heart, my grandpa thought 

he could go back in time to their wonderful 

old days, even though my grandma was dead. 

Overall, Gatsby and my grandpa’s both devote 

themselves to the past and stay in their ideal 

world. 

  Although staying in the fantasy prevents 

Gatsby and my grandpafrom suffering the 

heartbroken, leaving the reality leads them 

to end lives with solitary and silence. During 

mid-summer, Gatsby usually hosted lavish 

parties with numerous guests “like moths 

among the whisperings and the champagne 

and the btars”. Similarly, my grandpa used to 

spend many efforts inviting so-called friends 

and hosting parties, targeting to show off his 

wealth and consolidate high social status. 

Coincidentally, as leaves started dying in fall, 

both Gatsby and my grandpa died in the same 

season. Their past bustling lives contrast with 

the endings of desolate funerals. For the last 

part of Gatsby’s life, only Nick was still “on 

Gatsby’s side, and alone” and Daisy “hadn’t 

VHQW�D�PHVVDJH�RU�D�ÀRZHU´��ZKLOH�LQ�WKH�ODVW�
years of my grandpa's life, his so-called friends 

who had often come to his parties seldom 

visited him and only the family accompany 

was left. Eventually, in the silence and 

loneliness, both Gatsby and my grandpa ended 

their lives forever in the cruel fall. 

  The novel The Great Gatsby by F. Scott 

Fitzgerald ends in a cruel fall, with fading 

energy to continue the  life. Looking back 

at the overlapping lives of Gatsby and my 

grandpa: they both had been ambitious and 

FRQVWDQWO\� VWUXJJOHG� IRU� WKHLU�GUHDPV�� WKH\�
were both chose to live in their ideal worlds 

ZLWK� WKH� SDVW� LQVWHDG� RI� WKH� SUHVHQW�� WKHLU�
excessive deviation from reality eventually 

plunged them into the abyss and ended their 

tragic lives. Their overlaps refresh my ideas of 

the detrimental impact of staying in the past 

and ideal world. Although staying in the past 

eases the pain of reality, the only time to look 

back is to see how far you have come.
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Artist’s Statement: Artist’s Statement: 
The Merging of SoulsThe Merging of Souls

By Yuki Wang

William Shakespeare’s famous play Hamlet takes place in Denmark 
after the death of Old King Hamlet. Immersed in sorrow and 

sadness, the young prince Hamlet was told by his father’s ghost that 
his death is not an accident, but an inhumane murder by the new King 
Claudius. Shockingly, Hamlet vowed that he will conduct revenge on 
his uncle, King Claudius, and engrave such message into his heart: “it is 
‘Adieu, adieu. Remember me.’ I have sworn’t” (1.5.111-112). Based on 
this specific scene, where the old King Hamlet and young Prince Hamlet 
share the same secret and same hatred and anger toward King Claudius, 
I created a painting to illustrate the plot, emotion, and themes of this 
scene. This painting is composed of two canvas: one canvas painted 
half of Hamlet’s gloom and depressed face in black and white, while the 
background imitates the style of Van Gogh’s The Starry Night that shows 
his chaotic environment and mental state; on the other canvas, the half-face 
of the Ghost was painted in black and white, and the background is painted 
in a mixture of alarming red and broken yellow that showed the inhumane 
murder and his loss of power. The painting is painted with marker, oil 
pigment, and acrylic paint.
   First, on the left canvas, half the face of Hamlet is bitter and anguish, 
which shows that after knowing the truth of his father’s death, his 
character completely changed into a state of deep grief. But this is not 
whom he used to be. Born as a noble prince, one can logically deduce 
from the play that Hamlet is well-respected and receives high education 
abroad. Before his father’s death, he never sees the dark and ugly side 
of reality and lives in a carefree lifestyle that makes him a simple, kind 
idealist. However, after hisfather’s ghost tells Hamlet that Claudius killed 
him, and his mother marries his uncle immediately, Hamlet undergoes 
a profound change in his personality. He mourned over his father's 
death, crying “But two months dead-nay, not so much, not two. So 
excellent a king, that was to this Hyperion to a satyr” (1.2.138-140). 
He blamed women’s unstable love by lamenting “a beast that wants 
discourse of reason would have mourned longer” (1.2.149-151). He 
realizes that his uncle’s greedy heart by mumbling “a little more than kin 
and less than kind” (1.2.65). During this time, his character becomes 
complex and suspicious, starting doubting the family of love by saying 
that the name of the woman is “frailty” (1.2.146) and acting crazy in 
front of his beloved Ophelia. Therefore, my painting tries to capture 
such complex personality and this profound shift in his character. The 
Circuitous lines on his face are a way to portray him as more sophisticated 
and mature in a way that covers what he truly thinks in his heart.   
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    The background imitates the style of Van Gogh’s  
The Starry Night to show Hamlet’s current mental 
state and external environment. At this time, Hamlet 
is in a very complicated situation: his father died; his 
mother gets married to the new King immediately; 
new King Claudius feels threatened by Hamlet and 
wants to send him away; Hamlet’s old friend is also 
acting like a “sponge” (4.2.13), betraying their 
pure friendship. Therefore, while trying to take 
revenge on the “most unnatural murder” (1.5.25), 
Hamlet also needs to cope with the dangerous 
external environment alone. At the same time, his 
mind is also experiencing an important change as 
he struggled to overcome his shortcomings and 
became determined, intending to rise against them, 
even at the cost of his life. He began to have real 
thinking about life and shouting the famous line of 
“to be or not to be? That is the question” (3.1.57). 
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Therefore, with a big stroke intertwining the colors of 
yellow, blue, orange, and white, the wild background 
shows the chaotic mental state and environment 
he lives in. Moreover, this background is painted 
with oil pigment that can form a thick texture and 
be higher than the surface of Hamlet’s face painted 
in marker pen, creating an effect that Hamlet is 
sinking in the dangerous environment, which 
foreshadows his tragedy and unavoidable death. 
    Second, on the right canvas, the half-face of Ghost 
is painted as a skull in black and white. The structure 
of this skull tries to show a hard texture of the surface 
of the bone. The skull represents death. But this 
skull does not corrupt but stays intact which shows 
that the ghost still feels reluctant to leave because 
the ghost has indelible hatred and anger toward the 
world, where he shouted “unhouseled, disappointed, 
unaneled” (1.5.76) about his endless suffering after 
death. The background of Ghost is a mixture of red 
and yellow. The red color flows through from up 
to down, symbolizing the blood of the Ghost and 
his unfair death. The striking red creates a sharp 
contrast compared to the black and white, that 
catches one’s eyes immediately, showing Ghost’s 
irritation and outrage like a fire burning his heart. 
7KLV�UHG�DOVR�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�ÀUH�RI�ZKLFK�WKH�*KRVW�
suffered from in “sulfurous and tormenting flames” 
(1.5.4). The color yellow is painted, different from 
the blood shape, in a broken and discontinuous 
scattering that mixed with red. This yellow shows that 
after the Ghost’s death, everything disappears for 
him: “Of life, of crown, of queen at once dispatched, 
Cut off even in the blossoms of my sin” (1.5.75). 
By using this color, I try to convey the message 
that all the powers and property before death is 
fragile and can be easily rubbed away. Therefore, 
sometimes is important to value something internal 
and something cannot be stolen away. Moreover, this 
color is painted in acrylic paint, which is different 
from oil painting because it is soluble in water. 
By using this painting material, I reinforce the 
fragility of power and property and the minuteness 
of people’s accomplishments compared to death. 
    Finally, combing two sides of the painting 
together, one can see that Hamlet’s half face and 

Ghost’s half-face combined into one, as well as their 
personality. At the moment when the Ghost tells 
Hamlet that “thou noble youth, The serpent that 
did sting thy father’s life, now wears his crown” 
(1.5.37-40), Ghost transforms the task of revenge 
to his son, and therefore, transforms the anguish 
only he bears to his dear Hamlet. Thus, after they 
shared such a secret, Hamlet will carry the hatred 
and enmity to take revenge and live the rest of his 
life until his death. In my opinion, I think Hamlet’s 
soul merges with his father’s, and they become one 
as a living entity. While Hamlet shouting “Adieu, 
adieu, adieu. Remember me” (1.5.91), he is not 
only remembering his father but also becoming his 
father, inheriting such emotion and continuing his 
life. After this moment, his life is not about study or 
love or peace, but roaring storms that engulf his mind 
and heart. Step by step, with firm determination, 
he steps on the unavoidable road of tragedy and 
embraced his “cracks a noble heart” (5.2.358). 
Embracing the death, Hamlet also becomes the skull 
his father used to be. Therefore, from another aspect, 
the half-face of Ghost is not the face of Ghost, but 
the half face of dead Hamlet. When one combines 
the two sides of the painting together, the tragedy 
of Hamlet is determined and cannot be changed.
    In conclusion, my painting named The Merging 
of Souls symbolized an interpretation of Hamlet, 
VSHFLÀFDOO\�WKH�PRPHQW�ZKHQ�WKH�*KRVW�WHOOV�+DPOHW�
his secret of death. Such secret merges Hamlet’s 
soul and old King Hamlet’s soul and determines his 
tragedy at the end of the story. While being trapped 
in a dangerous situation with no one who can be 
truly believed, Hamlet, experienced tremendous 
changes in his personality, which transforms him to 
be determined and mature, conducts the revenge at 
last. However, such revenge also costs his own life, 
and the other half of the Ghost’s face is also the face 
after his death. Just like readers set foot on Hamlet’s 
determined path of death but also experience his 
meaningful change as a human being in the most 
controversial, suffering, but also universal way, 
my painting is also interpreting Hamlet and his 
growth as a sophisticated and paradoxical way.
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Hamlet Illumination Project
Film Production & Artictic Analysis
Elliot Jin, Sean Yuan, Daniel Cao
In Hamlet Act III Scene III, Claudius is terrified of what he has done because he has watched the drama Hamlet has 
choreographed, and is left alone to do penance. Hamlet 
prepares to assassinate Claudius at this point, but ultimately 
hesitates and lets Claudius live. There is no dialogue 
between any characters in this scene, only the respective 
monologues of Claudius and Hamlet, which show 
Claudius' fundamental position of egoism and Hamlet's 
perfect pursuit of revenge respectively. In the words of 
Shakespeare, even the monologues possess a strong sense 
of conflict. This sense of conflict in the text sets the tone 
for the film's visual and aural design and leaves enough 
room for creativity. The arrangement of two characters in one 
scene allows the film to be produced efficiently and at a low 
cost. This paper will present the production, sound design, 
cinematography and editing of the film.
       The production of a film, from storyboard, shooting to post-
production editing, is a huge workload that relies heavily on pre-
planning, on-set control and teamwork. As a work of art, the 
film has the characteristics of industrial production, and how to 
balance the artistic quality and production difficulty becomes a 
key issue in the production of the film. Therefore, the production 
of this film was based on the principle of reducing uncontrollable 
factors and lowering costs while maintaining the quality of the 
film. We shot the film in a large room on the first floor of an 
abandoned, unused residential building, with no special sets 
and using only one scene. This was in line with the film's quest 
for modern artistic expression, while not requiring additional 
costs on the set. In terms of color, we used a basic black-and-white 
tone, so we did not need to consider the color shift caused by 
the inaccurate color temperature of the lighting, which greatly 
reduced the difficulty of color management and increased the 
flexibility of the lighting design. In terms of lighting, only two 
panel lights of the same power were used to shape the light, 
using diffuse reflections from the white walls to illuminate the 
overall scene, reducing the effort and time required for lighting 
scheduling. The film was shot with only one camera and a 50mm 
fixed focal length lens, and is presented in 4k resolution. The 
actors' soliloquies were recorded separately by a high-
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—Elliot JIn

                                                                                                                                                                    In the third scene of Act III of Hamlet, both Claudius and Hamlet 
are going through a process of struggling to choose. Claudius is trying to 
get rid of his guilt through confession, while Hamlet is thinking whether 
he should seize the opportunity to kill Claudius for revenge, and the 
results of both attempts eventually prove to be futile. The conflict in 
the text exists not only between the characters of Hamlet and Claudius, 
but also within themselves. This creates a sense of tension and tearing 
that continues to rise between the texts, and the film's sound design 

and music attempt to create this sensory experience. The 
film's music is sampled from Tokyo Noise, an experimental 
documentary that attempts to depict the modern experience 
of life through urban life in Tokyo. It uses a lot of Tokyo street 
noise samples and experimental alternative electronic music to 
show the two sides of modern life, debauchery and depressing. 
At the beginning of the film, during Claudius' soliloquy, we 
use a street noise sample, white noise and the sound of temple 
block striking as background music, the first two providing a 
sense of presence and oppression for Claudius' character, and 
the latter providing a sound base for the overall change of 
pace of the film. In the second half of the film, the pounding 
of the temple block becomes more intense and pronounced, 
creating a constant rise in tension. When Hamlet makes the 
decision not to shoot Claudius, a sharp electronic synthesized 
sound is added to reflect the deep anger inherent in his 
decision. In a later section, when Hamlet is thinking about 
the right time to kill Claudius, an electronically synthesized 
noise is used as background music, with some random noise 
fragments added directly to reflect Hamlet's anger and create 
a sense of tension.

To begin with, The first episode is Claudius panicking and leaning against the wall, like a drama, self-parodying and 
deceiving to achieve the purpose of comforting himself. But this 
still can not hide his cold-blooded, profit-oriented conspiratorial 
identity. As Hamlet's uncle, he is a balancing point in the play, 
both want to destroy Hamlet and to conceal his crime, but also to 
make all public opinion in his favor. He is an extreme egoist, but 
also a tricky man who is good at maneuvering the big picture. In 
his elaborate and delicate layout, Hamlet is isolated and weak. 
His extreme cunning and self-paralysis are evident here terribly. 
When Claudius comes to prey, we designed that the actor's body 
is shaking at first, his panting goes from suspicious to calm, and 
his eyes shift full downward. After he adjusts his breathing, he starts 
to say, “Oh, my offence is rank. It smells to heaven”(3.3.37). Here 
Claudius' perception of himself 

sensitivity microphone and synthesized in post to provide a high-quality audio presentation of the film. 
The film's set design, color, and lighting were simplified in favor of resolution, audio performance, and 
actor performance skills, thus ensuring overall quality.
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is clear, and he understands that his sins cannot be easily forgiven. Anyway, what he first comes up with 
is not condemning and punishing himself for being a villain. Instead, he continues to say, “Is there not 
rain enough in the sweet heavens To wash it white as snow? Whereto serves mercy But to confront the 
visage of offence? And what’s in prayer but this twofold force, To be fo5restallèd ere we come to fall 
Or pardoned being down? Then I’ll look up.”(3.3.46-51). Here the actor act as if he had found a 
lifeline and was slightly grateful. By facing the camera, speaking faster and with a little more force, we show 
self-deception. In that condition, This clip shows that Claudius has a fluke idea about God, and he thinks 
that by praying to God, he will be cleared of his sins. But what is true is that he is not aware of his sins at 
all, and he deceives himself, and even God, to seek psychological peace. Immediately afterward, through 
the performance of the unwillingness to give up their gains and the hope of seeking redemption but full 
of powerlessness, we show that the character of Claudius is clearly a bourgeois figure with the courage 
to seize and possess, regardless of his guilt. Through the portrayal of Claudius, we wanted to show that 
for Claudius the world is no longer real, but an object of calm calculation and work-aggressive. In short, 
Claudius's strong and evil egoism suppresses and overwhelms his sense of guilt and repentance.
        However, Hamlet is a classical figure of humanism, so he places great emphasis on human dignity, 
tends to care for human beings, advocates secular culture, and opposes violence. His ideas were opposed 
to the mainstream ideas of feudal society at that time. So he suffered a great blow, felt bewildered at 
times, and acted hesitantly when pursuing his ideals. Indeed, When Hamlet looked at Claudius, who was 
sitting on his knees, he first becomes very excited and says, “And now I’ll do ’t. And so he goes to 
heaven. And so am I revenged”(3.3.75-76). In this we make Hamlet's expression change from coldly 
looking at the murderer of his own father to eager, reflecting Hamlet's joy at the imminent revenge and 
showing the remnants of humanity. However, His devout Christianity created his soul to be holy and 
respectable. These characteristics were fully reflected in his plan for revenge, and he was looking for what 
he thought was the best opportunity and the best way. Because of his strong belief in God, he believed 

in the existence of heaven and hell. Good people will enter heaven and enjoy 
life, and bad people will go to hell and suffer. The vengeance of Hamlet, a 

devout Christian, is not only the physical demise of Claudius but also 
the eternal punishment of his soul. Therefore, Hamlet is waiting for a 
moment, the moment of Claudius' soul's sin. Thus, he says, “When 
he is drunk asleep, or in his rage, Or in th' incestuous pleasure of his 
bed, At game a-swearing, or about some act That has no relish of 
salvation in ’t(3.3.90-94)”.Even if an excellent opportunity was 
placed in front of Hamlet, he still could not make up his mind to 
act. Therefore, by emphasizing the power of Hamlet's thoughts, we 
reflect on his contradictions, his thinking more than acting, his feeling 

of melancholy and bewilderment at times, and his hesitant and delayed 
actions.

— Sean Yuan
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Many contrasts are meant to highlight a certain quality of one side, but in our project, the contrast 
is not meant to emphasize one side, but to portray the oneness of light and darkness. The whole 

section appears to be a third-person view of the world, but in fact it is Hamlet's perspective. The world is 
originally gray, but Hamlet's ideals as a tangled humanist predestined him to see the world as distinctly 
black and white. At this point he was not carrying the life of Polonius in his hands, and his self-perceived 
pure white interior had not been washed into any impurities. This also forced Hamlet to find it difficult 
to accept any gray, anything other than virtue and justice. It is also this that binds him to the progress of 
revenge.
      In order to highlight the worldview of Hamlet as such and to remove irrelevant content to enhance 
the contrast of the subject, we made a radical change to the location of this section. We discarded the 
confessional as a setting related to another theme, religion, and chose an abandoned factory with no 
details, while the religious theme is highlighted sideways with a cross. This was to allow the audience to 
focus all their energy on the characters and lines, and thus feel this contrast in its purest form and enter 
Hamlet's worldview. Although this has a modern-like setting, a better way to understand it is that this 
setting is not present in reality and is independent of history. It represents not a particular era, but the sum 
of all experiences, of all humanity.
      Another point worth noting is the contrast in plot. Although the form of this project is far more 
important than the content, the plot also happens to reflect Hamlet's inner conflict. Because it is from 
Hamlet's point of view, Claudius' image should be closer to Hamlet's impression of him rather than his 
essence. Throughout, Claudius' emotions are very contradictory, as he laments that he is carrying an 
embarrassing burden and cannot convince himself to give up material benefits in exchange for spiritual 
liberation. From Hamlet's perspective, no amount of good character can 
smother the ugliness of human nature. So even in front of God, Claudius 
must have to be greedy and weak, and the final Claudius is also must be 
irreverent, because it fits Hamlet's idea. And from Hamlet's soliloquy, we 
can also get a glimpse of his thoughts. Hamlet because of religious reasons 

did not directly kill Claudius to complete the revenge. 
Here, the existence of God does not only represent 
Hamlet's religious beliefs, but represents a third party, 
independent of the principles of the world. From 
Hamlet's point of view, such a principle is justice. So 
in addition to not wanting to let Claudius go to heaven, 
Hamlet's heart has been questioning whether his 
actions for revenge are in line with his inner justice. 
But Hamlet does not want to face this question, 
he is not ready to choose whether to be or not to 
be.

— Daniel Cao
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The Introspection of 
          My Racial Prejudice

By Cynthia Chen Theta 

A 6-year-old white boy called Charlie lived 
with his family in America. One day a 

black boy from Africa called Chadwick who 
was in the same age as Charlie, moved into the 
neighborhood. They soon became good friends. 
However, Charlie’s parents told him to stay away 
from Chadwick, because they thought African 
people were violent and not well-educated. They 
kept telling Charlie how bad it was to play with 
blacks and even punished Charlie for hanging 
out with Chadwick. As time passed, Charlie’s 
family moved to another city, and Charlie lost 
contact with his friend Chadwick. Prejudice is a 
kind of bias which operates prior to judgment. It 
is closely related with our emotions and instinct 
which are deep set in our natures, and much of it 
is unreasonable. Despite the fast development of 
education, people nowadays still more or less have 
some bias toward race. For me, I do not have 
too many racial prejudices, but to some extent, I 
kind of believe that whites are more likely to be 
racist, and blacks are more likely to be violent. 
Nevertheless, these prejudices do not occur 
naturally. We tend to form racial prejudice from 
nurture factors, such as social media, interactions 
in the society and traditional believes. 
      Social media is a crucial factor for spreading 
racial prejudices to us. Like the air around us, 
DGYHUWLVLQJ�DQG�PHGLD�DUH�D൵HFWLQJ�RXU�WKLQNLQJ�
every day, and sometimes we are not able to be 
aware of it. Through constant repetition, we 
see people enact conventional racial scripts and 
reinforce specific racial associations. With the 
exportation and fusion of culture, those scripts 
and the expectations travel around the world. 
Social media has continuously reminded us about 
the difference of races. For example, American 
movies and media have been exported globally, 
which made whiteness dominant in many other 
countries. In Hollywood movies, black people 
often play the stereotypical role of criminals or 
cops, and most of them cannot play important 
characters in the movies (Robin, 169). In India, 
light skin is advertised as the most beautiful, 
and skin-lightening cream is a huge industry 
around the world, especially in Asia. As Robin 

said, he was sure that as a white person, he can 
be presented virtually in almost all the social 
media and be considered as mainstream (161). 
Whenever I go surfing on the internet, I can 
always find articles that praised the beauty of 
whites, or the advertisement of some skin care 
products that can make people whiter. I can also 
¿QG�DUWLFOHV�WKDW�WDONHG�DERXW�WKH�GLVDGYDQWDJHV�
of having a black skin color. Those articles want 
to indoctrinate the reader with the idea that light-
skinned people are beautiful, but black-skinned 
people are not. Like other information we get from 
the media, the opinion of racial bias is implanted 
in our mind which ultimately contributes to our 
reader with the idea that light-skinned people 
are beautiful, but black-skinned people are not. 
Like other information we get from the media, 
the opinion of racial bias is implanted in our mind 
which ultimately contributes to our own racial 
prejudices. Our sense of racial prejudice does not 
simply formed by our own experiences, but by 
every day social interactions around us. We do 
QRW�OLYH�DORQH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��RXU�OLIH�DUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
YDULRXV�YRLFHV��DQG�DOO�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�D൵HFWV�RXU�
vision and mind deeply. I have heard many people  
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 said things like black people were rude, not well-
educated, and the others just nodded to show their 
agreement. If we judge a person simply by his 
appearance such as the color of his skin or eyes, 
there will be no racial bias among blind people. 
Obasogie once made a research called Do Blind 
People See Race? Social, Legal, and Theoretical 
Considerations.  He interviewed lots of blind people, 
and recorded their stories. One of the story was an 
American boy named Jeremy said that he once told 
E\�DGXOWV�EODFN�SHRSOH�GHIHFDWHG�RQ�WKH�ÀRRUV�DQG�
put it under their beds (603). This example may 
explain why the blinds are just aware of the racial 
prejudices as the sighted, because they live in a 
society full of talks and ideas about the difference 
of races. The significance of race is produced 
and broadcasted rather than merely observed. 
It is through these repeated social interactions 
that makes racial biases common among people. 
Although the descriptions about the blacks may 
be wrong, when the society keeps talking these 
repeated social interactions that makes racial biases 
common among people. Although the descriptions 

about the blacks may be wrong, when the society 
keeps talking about it, most of us would believe 
those opinions as true. 
  The traditional beliefs have taught us about racial 
prejudices from the very beginning. Racial prejudice 
is not the patent of adults, children have more or 
less the similar opinions about races as adults. 
“We are carrying old patent of adults, children 
have more or less the similar opinions about races 
as adults. “We are carrying old habits into new 
conditions” (Pappas, 62). I remembered when I was 
in kindergarten, my favorite doll was white and 
pink, and none of my friends liked a black doll. I 
had never questioned my judgement about beauty 
at that time, since I had been told by adults that 
white was much more beautiful than black. When 
I came across a black guy in the street, I would 
run away quickly because I was told by adults that 
they were dangerous. Traditional ideas of race 
bias is all around the world, and they are delivered 
from one generation to another. As Oliver said in 
Reconsidering the Environmental Determinants 
of White Racial Attitudes, “Throughout American 
history, whites have erected institutional barriers 
to protect themselves from black advancement. The 
greater the percentage of blacks in an environment, 
the more racially antagonistic whites seem to be” 
�������$OWKRXJK�WLPH�ÀLHV��QR�RQH�ZRXOG�FDUH�DERXW�
when and how these biases came from. People take 
them as natural rules and make them their own 
judgement. 
  Due to the influence by his parents, the white 
American boy Charlie developed the same 
prejudices toward other races. He began to 
automatically refuse to play with black-skinned 
classmates, and even bullied them with other 
white kids. When we are surfing on the internet, 
communicating with the people around us, or 
learning from parents for traditional believes, our 
thoughts will be affected by their ideas, and that 
results in the forming of our racial prejudices. To 
reduce the racial prejudices, we need to be critical 
and be able to make judgements when taking 
the ideas from other people in order to create an 
equal, peaceful society. 
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LQ�5HFRYHULQJ�'DPDJHV�IURP�'LVDVWHUV"

  HHurricane Katrina is considered the most striking and damaging natural disaster in America in 
2005. It has caused “$40.6 billion and more than 1.7 million claims – across six states” (III, 1). 
During and after the damage, Federal Emergency Management Agency, abbreviated as FEMA, works 
to “reduce the loss of life and property and protect the Nation from all hazards” (FEMA, 1). 
However, seeing the huge loss after the disaster, rather than complaining about the nature damage, 
the public transferred their blame to FEMA for their low efficiency, which led to a reformation of 
their organization plans. According to FEMA’s plan, they work toward: first, faster and more 
efficient reaction toward damage; second, trust of the public (FEMA, 1). I believe that the goal 
changes direct FEMA to a positive future. If I am the leader of FEMA, to achieve FEMA’s goal, I 
will change its current bureaucratic system to a system with separated power, promote leadership style 
of autocracy and broker, and encourage friendship and high moral standards in the working climate.

  When FEMA separates its decision-making power into smaller departments rather than centralizing 
power in a bureaucratic system, its speed of recovering hazards will be largely increased. Natural 
disasters, terrorism, or any other kinds of disasters are all difficult to predict and avoid with the current 
technology. When a terrifying disaster comes, local people have to call the emergency department to 
call to action and call to rescue. Since disasters happen quickly and randomly, emergency management 
has to gather rescue teams, suppliers, and other information transmitters to work to respond to 
people’s requests as quickly as possible to save more people. However, having a bureaucratic system 

Bobo Qin
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determines that each command of the center leadership 
needs to go through processes of formal handwritten 
contracts and agreements from people in lower layers (Crash 
Course). However, according to Sobel and Leeson, the 
process in the hierarchy involves “too many individuals and 
groups” having “access to the decision-making process 
with overlapping powers of obstruction”. In addition, 
they term the situation “tragedy of political commons” 
(Sobel and Leeson, 56). To solve this problem, I will dismiss 
the hierarchy yet divide the decision power into groups 
separated in different regions. When a disaster comes, 
regional respondents can meet residents’ calls and get the 
local rescue team’s help. The local department does not 
need to report it to the top but to take action on themselves. 
This decision on the organization is proved to be effective 
when facing troubles. For instance, the director of the U.S. 
Coast Guard, Thad Allen, decided to start its helicopter 
rescue efforts without waiting for approval or command 
from FEMA. Despite being dismissed for disobeying the 
rules, Allen was remembered for “his leadership in times of 
crises and his tremendous ability to effect change in an ever-
changing world” (defense.gov). Allen’s successful decision 
proves that being quick at acting is the key in emergence 
rescue and speed is what a bureaucratic system lacks. Without 
a bureaucracy, but with a power-separated system, each 
department can have more freedom and efficiency to rescue.

   Since the leaders of offices in different regions are the first 
decision-makers when emergency comes, as the leader of 
FEMA, I will select carefully on their leadership traits: in 
each office, the leader should be autocratic and be a broker. 
First, leaders should be autocratic because they need to 
quickly give orders in response to emergence incidents. 
One problem with bureaucracy previously discussed is that 
lower departments have to wait for the leaders’ command 
which slows down all processes. According to a journal about 
experience with Hurricane Katrina, the federal rescue teams 
were “staging awaiting official orders from FEMA on where 
to go and what to do” and remaining on “standby” due 
to hesitance of leaders (Rhode, “Katrina: ‘Brotherhood 
vs. Bureaucracy’”). If leaders of the local department are 
decisive, orders can be made much quicker. Second, a leader 
should be a broker, which is described to be “politically 
acclimated, persuasive, influential and powerful” (Leadership 
and Management, 14). When recovering disasters, other 
agencies are working with FEMA: firefighter, medical, 
and military departments and other private sectors. The 
leaders need to cooperate and discuss with leaders in other 
organizations, so having the skills and confidence of a 
diplomat is important. Without these abilities, cooperation 
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can be disordered. For example, in the author 
of the journal says that the communication 
between departments is struggling and ineffective. 
He criticized that it is “politically incorrect to 
‘self-deploy’” while he saw that firefighters 
in IAFF (International Association of Fire Fight) 
had to use their personal calls to get help and 
relay information on their whereabouts and 
needs (Rhode, “Katrina: ’Brotherhood vs. 
Bureaucracy’”). FEMA, as the major leading 
organization in the chaos, should be responsible 
for communicating and clarifying plans with 
all cooperators. The requirement of diplomatic 
communication between organizations requires 
the leader to be a broker.  Eventually,  the 
process of rescuing can be more successful.

  The work climate will be friendly and workers 
will  have a relationship of brotherhood to 
create confidence and feelings of reliability and 
trustworthiness. The main reason for this setting 
of the environment is to avoid unnecessary 
interpersonal conflict. Employees should be 
calm when facing any sporadic task, so they 
must not fight among themselves to make chaos 
which fails the task. Interpersonal conflicts 
usually generate from confusions in one’s 
“interpretations about the beliefs of others 
with their actual intent” because humans are 
commonly “self-centered” (Lytle “How to 

Resolve Workplace Conflicts”). People need 
to “accept the others point of view” to avoid 
conflicts (Kondalkar, 165). To accept others, 
people have to understand and hold the same 
moral value as them. Friendship is needed for 
understanding each other. According to Professor 
Teresa Amabile of Harvard Business School, 
who gets a conclusion after analyzing over 200 
entries of employees, friendship in the workplace 
contributes to “a sense of bonding and mutual 
trust”, which promotes comprehension and 
resemble teams (Wood, “Why it’s good to 
turn your colleagues into friends”. Then, the 
positive moral value, that it is self-accomplishing 
and model to help ordinary people who suffer 
from disasters, should be instilled in employees. 
According to Abraham Baslow’s theory of 
Need Hierarchy, most employees consider 
their physiological and security needs before 
social needs, self-esteem, and self-actualization 
(Kondalkar, 27). However, the employees of 
FEMA demonstrate a contradiction because while 
knowing that they face danger in work, which 
belongs to the two prioritized considerations, they 
still choose to do this job. To avoid complaining 
o r  pe s s imi s t i c  emot ions ,  FEMA shou ld 
strengthen the teaching of the value of social 
need and emphasize why they do it to increase 
their faith (Lytle, “How to Resolve Workplace 
Conflicts”). In this way, employees have 
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the same belief in their job which contributes to peace and unity. This can be created from an 
encouraging climate. Considering the need of employees’ attitude and requirements in work, 
the working climate has to be friendly and brotherhood like to achieve more effective work.
In conclusion, the events that FEMA faces are all emergency incidents, the keyword to them 
should be “fast“. I change the organization type of separating power from a bureaucracy to 
speed up working. In each separated branch, I select leaders with autocratic leadership involving 
the ability to arrange and influence other organizations. For keeping workers honest and willing, 
the working climate for the workers will be friendly and encouraging to foster a sense of social 
responsibility. After the changes, FEMA increases their speed of communication, deployment, 
and coordination, which makes their work much more effective in recovering disasters. 
Eventually, FEMA can maximize its social value and becomes reputable among the public.
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Jane Eyre  is one of the classics among the famous novels within the past centuries. 
Published in 1847, it portrays a strong, 
independent character of a young women who 
initially positioned in a low social status and 
successfully gained a marriage with a wealthy 
noble man at last. The book unprecedentedly 
challenged the gender norm related to 
marriage and love in the    nineteenth century, 
when the shade of the old feudalism with clear 
social class stratification had  not faded out 
in European society. It criticizes the various 
restriction brought by the outdated gender 
norm on that occasion and encourages 
women to pursue their own desires firmly 
and ambitiously instead of following and 
obeying the men blindly. Not only did Jane 
Eyre  exert great influence upon the social 
ideas and literature in the nineteenth 
century, but it also shed light on 
our views of gender norms in 
present society. Through 
the concrete portrayal of 
numerous characters with 
unique traits who position 
in different gender and 
social classes, the book 
affects my viewpoints on 
personality, expectation and 
soul that related to gender 
issue.
     To  s t a r t  w i t h ,  I  am 
convinced that gender barely 
plays a role in the formation 
of one's    personalities, while 
t h e  f am i l y  b a c k g r o und  a n d 
personal experience does. In normal 
circumstances, especially in nineteenth 
c en tu ry ,  when  J ane  Ey re  wa s 
written and published, the job of 

women“was to be a meek, obedient, loving wife 
who was totally subservient to the men around 
her”(Donnaway). 
     Nevertheless, the character revealed in the 
book seems to indicate the opposite. For instance, 
Ms. Ingram, a noble young lady who possess 
huge amounts of assets from her parents, regards 
herself as the center of the world and requires 
all others perform in ways that she wants. In a 
feast conducted by Mr. Rochester, surrounded 
by dozens of noble men  and women, she 
commanded for their accompaniment as she sang 
without shame and embarrassment. There is no 
doubt that her born in a privilege family endowed 
her the incredible  conceit, which does not 
pertain to gender. In terms of men, Mr. Mason, 
the one destroyed the first marriage of Eyre and 
Rochester later, acted as weakly as a baby during 
his visit in Thornfield, he could not do anything 
but complying to Mr. Rochester's words, which 

is contradictory to the general 
image of men, especially 
a nobility. There are 
numerous examples 
of men and women 
in the book, each 
has their distinct 
c h a r a c t e r  t h a t 
is  notunder the 
restriction of   the 
so-called gender 
norm. According 
to Weinberg and                                                                                                                
Gould, the persona-
lity is "The charac-
ter i s t ics  or  b lend of 
characteristics that make 
a person unique" (25), 
which is strongly related 
to the environment a 
person stays  instead 
which is strongly related 
to the environment a
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person stays instead of gender factors. Therefore, 
gender might limit one's behavior, but could not 
determine one's inner characters, which is built by 
environments and experiences.
     The book also reminds me that merely 
following the gender expectation in everything 
would not lead to a valuable life. If we treat the 
expectation of family or society that pressed on  
us too seriously, it might take unnecessary extra 
time and energy to reach and put obstacles on 
our pursuit of finding self-value. In Jane Eyre , Ms. 
Ingram tried every extravagant way----showing 
her ostentatious dress, commanding others to 
accompany her song, being reluctant to look at 
the face of the maids---- to fill up her family's 
expectation on her and impress everyone  by 
conveying her qualities of a queen. Nevertheless, 
she does not have any deep thoughts and 
consideration, the knowledge in her head can only 
be used to show off in front of others, her inner 
world is completely desolate, like a desert. In other 
words, self-value could not be found in her mind 
except a sense of superiority, which is quite tragic 
since her life is meaningless. Take   another real 
example, my grandma, born in 1950, was expected 
by her father to be a tailor after graduating from 
middle school. However, as a passionate young 
lady, she was reluctant to sit on a chair and sew 
for years, thus she learned arithmetic with efforts 
and chose to be an accountant. She gradually 
devoted herself on the job due to enthusiasm and 
soon got relatively highly paid, eventually found 
her beloved one, who was an excellent engineer, 
who was my grandpa. Therefore, it is evident that 
gender expectation and the pursuit of personal 
values may be contradictory in many situations.
    Additionally, I started to firmly believe 
everybody is equal in term of their soul regardless 
of their gender and status caused by gender 
norms. Gender inequality exists for millennia, 
and it exerts great influence on public daily 
life. According to the book The Second Sex in 
1949, people did not admit the female without 
femininity as "women" , such as those who  have 

physical strength (Beauvoir). In Jane Eyre , Jane 
broke the social routine by insisting her own will 
and independence. When Mr. Rochester showed 
his love in an annoying way, Jane stated that she 
was not speaking to him through convention and 
body, but her soul. Regardless of their gender and 
status, their soul were born equal, that is one of 
the most significant point I learned in this book. 
Not only is it raised in novels, according to the 
US Declaration of Independence, "We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they   are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights". Such form of 
equality is not about gender, status, possession, it 
is about the basic rights and soul.
      Jane Eyre is a great novel, which largely affected 
my viewpoints on personalities, expectations and 
soul that related to gender. It reveals that gender 
difference has no impact on one's personalities and 
the equality of human's soul, while the expectation 
that pertains to gender features may not be helpful 
in one's pursuit of self-value. Therefore, to make 
our mindset more progressive, we had better 
abandon the bias brought by gender issue and 
make decisions more critically rather than putting 
gender problem into too much consideration. 
We should chase our ideal and pursuit freely 
no matter what types of gender expectation has 
pressed on us and create a valuable, unforgettable 
life for ourselves.
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CHADD in My Mind 

With the rapid progress of  medical 
conditions, diseases brought by the 

warfare era have gradually disappeared, 
significantly boosting human living standards. 
However, some diseases cannot be cured no 
matter how advanced medical equipment 
is; for example, the prevalent congenital 
disease known as ADHD (Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder).
    According to American Mayo Clinic 2020, 
around 7% of the human population suffers 
from severe ADHD. They usually struggle with 
sustaining attention, forcing them to hyperactivity 
and impulsive behavior. Fortunately, CHADD, 
also known as the Children and Adults with 
Attent ion-Defic i t/Hyperact iv i ty  Disorder 
Association, led by Patricia M. Hudak, attempts 
to  support  ADHD pat ients  worldwide  by 
constructing various offline therapeutic centers 
and recruiting online physicians to mitigate the 
painfulness. In order to provide more detailed 

and comprehensive therapy to those ADHD 
patients, I’m going to make this organization 
structure more democratic than hierarchical, also 
utilizing mentor leadership to establish a people-
oriented organizational climate with warmth and 
harmonious.
    Instead of maintaining CHADD’s old 
hierarchical type with only a few supervisors 
monopolizing the significant decisions, I would 
apply a democratic system to enlarge the scale of 
the organization and encourage every employee to 
bring out their best potential to derive plans that 
could help the ADHD. The fundamental reason 
for that is CHADD’s mission is to stay non-profit 
to approach the maximum number of patients and 
provide free assistance worldwide. Therefore, all 
the workers in CHADD who spread around the 
world should keep up their highest performance 
and tightly bond with each other to alleviate the 
basic communicating costs. However, the fixed 
and strict hierarchical organization failed to satisfy 
this requirement 

Miko Yuan
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due to  i t s  “one-to-one” organizat ional 
arrangement. According to Hierarchical Level and 
Leadership Style, every person in a hierarchical 
o rgan i za t ion ,  inc lud ing  manage r s ,  have 
subordinates reporting to them regardless of level 
(Iago 166).
       Usually, those reports submissions are fixed 
in one department, meaning that ideas from other 
zones could not be effectively penetrated to others, 
causing information non-transparent thoroughly. 
Evidently, with thousands of employees spreading 
worldwide, CHADD needs to keep information 
passing as quickly as possible. Also, they should 
set more direct management departments in 
different countries, intensifying communication 
efficiency internally. Therefore, I would convert 
CHADD to a democratic system which fill these 
gaps effectively. In a democratic system, employees 
are no longer required to report to the single-
center; instead, when a plausible plan is coming up, 
every department, even CHADD workers, will be 
granted an opportunity to access that plan. Then, 
through detailed negotiating and modifying, the 
program would be approved by all people and 
finally published. Ultimately, as the new direction 
in publishing, all members would have a basic 
notion and acknowledgment about the plan, thus 
working with more motivations and cohesion. 
Also, turning to the democratic organization could 
better fit its funding system.
       Supporting by the official CHADD statistics, 
around 92% of its money that facilitates the 
organization's running comes from donations 
and charities. However, the donation receipts 
are hidden. All of them are controlled only in the 
central decision-making department, led by Brian 
Foy, an original businessman. Therefore, regarding 
that vague and unclear financial circumstances, 
a more apparent democratic system could let all 
CHADD members supervise the money flows, 
guaranteeing no corruption, and the actual preach 
of financial support to those ADHD patients. 
Ultimately, I would convert the CHADD to a 
democratic association due to the mission and 
financial clarity.
       A mentor leadership would suit CHADD 
best since the high intensity of communication 
with ADHD patients sometimes would cause 
workers' low mood and overload; therefore, a 
caring and empathetic orientation would best 

help mitigate pressure and encourage warmer 
relationships.Currently, the CHADD is chaired by 
Patricia M. Hudak, who possesses a tremendous 
amount of working experience and is indeed a 
great monitor. However, she does not only focus 
on supporting the growth of CHADD; instead, 
she established seven other health care centers, 
which all require her supervision. Therefore, as the 
symbol of the top leadership in the organization, 
I concluded that she indeed directs the pathway 
of developing the organization well but does 
not pay much effort to care for her employees' 
circumstances that much, which is the most 
vital factor. In CHADD, 65% of the staff would 
need to work and cooperate with the ADHD 
patients, which they are required to accompany 
them and teach them knowledge. Sometimes, the 
inherited disablement of hyperactivity of ADHD 
patients would drive those staff crazy, and those 
fundamental pressure could cause them to finally 
leave the organization even though they cherished 
this kind of opportunity. Therefore, having me 
as a mentor leader would improve the situation 
at that crucial moment. Firstly, a typical mentor 
leadership trait is that we are listeners. According 
to Leadership andManagement, mentor leaders are 
great listeners who support legitimate requests and 
always show compliments. With those empathetic 
and warm traits, the employees could feel the 
sense that not only they are helping others (the 
ADHD patients); but also, their leaders are caring 
for them too, and that would lead to a feeling of 
safeness and relaxation. Due to the UK MIND 
Institution, long-time accompanying and praising 
could be the most helpful ways to help an average 
adult lose stress. In employees' minds, an effective 
mentor leader would be more like a friend than a 
commanding “boss” from above, and the image 
of an empathetic and affectionate would encourage 
communication between leaders and workers. 
Those effective communications will allow the 
leader to have a more detailed and specific view 
about the existing problems in an organization 
and help employees maintain their minds fresh 
and cool. Therefore, in such a selfless and caring 
organization, a friendly working relationship is 
much longer and more desirable.
        In such a nonprofit organization that needs to 
help others like CHADD, maintaining a people-
oriented, comfortable and harmonious climate
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is paramount for gaining supports from other 
investors and curing the patients. According to 
WHO (World Health Organization), ADHD 
patients are sometimes nervous and afraid; they 
always show a "protecting" mechanism while 
entering an unfamiliar environment. Thus, If every 
worker is cohesive and friendly to each other, 
the emotional impulse of a particular ADHD 
patient would get alleviated, which allows them 
to get into their therapy as quickly as possible in a 
relaxing mood. Only letting the patients feel easy 
and comfortable is not enough. All the workers 
in the organization should also possess the same 
standard of comfort as the patients to reach 
maximized efficiency. Besides being harmonious 
and cooperative, a comfortable and suitable 
working environment would be crucial. One of the 
problems that CHADD faces is that their working 
environment is not comfortable enough. As an 
organization that has been renovated for 13 years, 
its dilapidated walls and rudimentary working 
facilities need to be refreshed, such as replacing 
cold and white lights with bright yellow warm 
lights to create a friendly treatment environment 
for patients and a working atmosphere for 
workers. Due to Dr. K. CHANDRASEKAR, the 
workplace environment impacts employee morale, 
productivity, and engagement. In the survey, 66% 
of people vote that they will be more productive 
under a home-like condition, with clean desks and 
sufficient brightness. In addition, for CHADD to 

attract investors, their organization appearances 
would be one of the most vital determinants; 
with better facilities and a more pleasant working 
climate, the investors would be more likely to sense 
the credibility of our organization and form a long-
term friendly relationship.
    Therefore,  I  conclude that in CHADD, 
productivity is particularly important, and altering 
the organizational climate to be comfortable and 
harmonious would be beneficial.
    All in all, I'm confident that a democratic 
organization form for CHADD would grant 
employees an equal status with the leader, allowing 
more great ideas could be generated. Also, having 
a mentoring leadership could help the leaders take 
care of employees' mentality and discover the 
existing problems quicker. Finally, a harmonious 
and comfortable working climate would attract 
more investment from others and facilitate the 
real growth of CHADD. Although most people in 
the world do not suffer from ADHD, they do not 
experience their pain. But with the advancement of 
technology and the development of the Internet, 
we can be thousands of miles away in a foreign 
country to pay attention to and help a person 
in the world who is still suffering from AHDH. 
Through CHADD's ongoing efforts, I hope that 
more ADHD patients can be cured and return to a 
routine and beautiful life.
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Current situation analysis and 
SRWHQWLDO�VROXWLRQV�RI�GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ���
in Inner Mongolia

/XF\�'LDR

����&DXVHV�RI�GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ

To reverse the deteriorating situation effectively, it is worthy to analyse what propels Inner Mongolia’s desertification. This passage summarizes three main factors that cause the 
environmental crisis, including the influence of both natural climate and human activity.
������5HVHDUFKHV�KDYH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW��DV�LQGXVWULDO�SURGXFWLRQ�VWDUWV�WR�ÀRXULVK��
the population of livestock receives a great increase in Inner Mongolia [5]. 
Livestock often eats plants completely, so vegetation can only grow short, 
unsustainable roots during the transient grazing break and, eventually, they will 
stop germinating from the ground. The over-consumption of plants that causes 
huge damage to the root is hard for the greenery to recover from. As people in 
Inner Mongolia raise more livestock than ever before, they tend to graze their 
sheep, cows and horses intensively on one patch of grassland, which puts a heavy 
EXUGHQ�RQ�WKH�JUHHQ¿HOG�DQG�VWURQJO\�UHVWUDLQV�QRUPDO�YHJHWDWLRQ�JURZWK��:LWK�
livestock constantly consuming a large amount of grass every day, the prairie 
GRHV�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�WLPH�WR�UHVW�DQG�JURZ�QHZ�SODQWV�WR�¿OO�WKH�YDFDQF\��*UDGXDOO\��
the overgrazing areas lose their capacity to maintain regular grass up-growth and 
ultimately turn into deserts.
     It is well known that Inner Mongolia is one of the most active mining spots in 
China. Although critical for resources utility and economic development, mining 
has destructive impacts on the soil: It extracts important minerals from the 
JURXQG��ZKLFK�JUHDWO\�D൵HFWV�WKH�SURGXFWLYLW\�RI�ODQGV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�PLQLQJ�
sites are often randomly abandoned after the excavation work is over, without 
miners applying any reclamation measures on the destructed land. Figure 2 [6], 
identifying several main mining sites in Inner Mongolia, shows that most of 
them locate in the middle of the region where there are large areas of grassland. 
As the mining continues, more and more meadows are destroyed and gradually 
turn into sands. Therefore, mining not only changes the contents of different 
minerals in the soil but also damages the land surface due to the lack of proper 
soil protection after excavation, making the former grassland inhospitable for 
vegetation growth.
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Desertification leads to severe negative consequences on nearly all aspects of Inner Mongolia, 
not only affecting the natural environment but also disturbing people’s normal life. Three 

main fields, including ecology, economy, and health, will be discussed in order to demonstrate 
the destruction of desertification and contingency for suitable solutions.

2.1.  Economy
       Many herders rely on the grassland for grazing and travel from one pasture 
to another as a routine to make a living. However, recent studies have showed 
that, because of the shrink of the greenfield, herders now often remain in one 
FDPS�DOO�\HDU�URXQG�>�@��7KH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�SUDLULH¶V�DUHD�VWULFWO\�FRQ¿QHV�WKH�
moving span of herders and their herds. Since a single patch of meadow withers 
annually, it cannot provide sufficient vegetation all year long. Without enough 
nutrition supply, the growth of livestock is negatively affected. As a result, 
herders have much less yield of products like wool and diary to sell on the 
market, which leads to lower income. Figure 3 [12] articulates the development 
of agriculture in Inner Mongolia, which largely depends on stock raising, and 
indicates a trend of decreasing productivity since around 2014. It is not hard 
to tell that the overall economic growth of Inner Mongolia is hindered by the 
FRQWLQXDO�GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ�

Figure 1. Gross agricultural production of Inner Mongolia
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2.2.  Health
      Desertification damages people’s health by causing the “yellow sand 
phenomenon,” which occurs most frequently in the spring season in some arid 
areas of deserts. The powerful wind can spread the accumulated sands and dust 
in the desert throughout Inner Mongolia. If people accidentally breathe in these 
¿QH�SDUWLFOHV��ZKRVH�GLDPHWHUV�UDQJH�IURP�������PP�WR��PP��WKHLU�UHVSLUDWRU\�
system will be greatly harmed by the sand accumulation in their lungs. Inner 
0RQJROLD�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�R൶FLDO�UHSRUW�RQ�FLWL]HQ�KHDOWK�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�UHVSLUDWRU\�
disease ranks in the top five illnesses that leads to high mortality and causes 
approximately 20% of all death cases in this region[13]. The health of people in 
Inner Mongolia is under great threat caused by the yellow sand phenomenon.

3. Potential Solutions

PURSHUO\�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ�QHHGV�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�H൵HFWLYH�VROXWLRQV��7KH�DXWKRU�
lists some of the major existing responses in society and proposes original solutions that 

have the probability to be adopted and applied to real governance.
3.1.  Regulation

     Prairies and deserts take up more than three quarters of Inner Mongolia’s 
total area, occupying 73.26% and 12.67% of the land respectively. Although 
there is still a notable contrast between the areas of the two landforms, deserts 
are expanding annually, eroding the meadow and turning grasses to barren 
sand. To retrieve the lost grassland, it is applicable for government to build 
protection zones in Inner Mongolia, because these areas offer a relatively safe 
environment for wildlife to reproduce and grow. In this case, grasses will not be 
disturbed by tourists or livestock from their regular growth, and wild creatures 
FDQ�KDYH�VX൶FLHQW�IRRG�VRXUFHV�DQG�EURDG�KDELWDWV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKHLU�OLYLQJ��$V�
a result, the ecosystem is likely to recover quicker from the current damage of 
GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ��)LJXUH���>�@�GLVSOD\V�WKH�PDLQ�QDWXUH�UHVHUYHV�LQ�,QQHU�0RQJROLD��
which spread throughout the region and effectively cover areas of desert and 
degraded grassland.
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Figure 2. Distribution of nature reserves in Inner Mongolia

3.2.  Local herder 
      Herders are very important in grassland protection, because their 
decisions can affect the grazing activity, which can lead to serious 
GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ�LI�RYHUO\�FDUULHG�RXW��,W� LV�D�JRRG�LGHD�IRU�WKHP�WR�SURYLGH�
nutritious forages to their livestock so that the sheep, cows and horses do 
not have to rely on grasses on the greenfield as their only food source. 
Usually, the artificial forages contain compositions like crude protein, 
QHXWUDO�GHWHUJHQW�¿EUH��DFLG�GHWHUJHQW�¿EUH��DQG�OLJQLQ�>��@��7KH�OLYHVWRFN�
can eat natural grass and nutritious forages alternately—mainly consuming 
YHJHWDWLRQ�ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV�VX൶FLHQW�VXSSO\�RQ�WKH�SUDLULH�DQG�KDYLQJ�IRGGHU�
when the plants start to wither or just germinate from the soil—which 
R൵HUV�JUDVVHV�HQRXJK�WLPH�WR�JURZ�DQG�ODUJHO\�DYRLGV�ODQG�GHJUDGDWLRQ��
Briefly speaking, less grass depletion provides lower probability for 
GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ��7R�PDNH�VXUH�DOO�KHUGHUV�FDQ�D൵RUG�WKH�IRUDJHV��WKH�ORFDO�
government can set up an assistance program: people are allowed to 
UHJLVWHU�DW�VSHFL¿F�SURJUDP�VSRWV�WR�UHSRUW� WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WKHLU� OLYHVWRFN�
DQG�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�IRGGHU�UHTXLUHG�HYHU\�\HDU��$IWHU�YHUL¿FDWLRQ��WKH\�
can get a reasonable amount of subsidy.
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Conclusion
To summarize, the author discusses the desertification in Inner Mongolia, including the 

current state of Inner Mongolia under desertification, three causes and three impacts 
of this long-existing environmental crisis, as well as traditional and original solutions in 
UHVSRQVH�WR�GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ��5HFHQWO\��,QQHU�0RQJROLD�LV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�VHULRXV�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
damage: grasses atrophy on the barren soil, lakes and rivers keep shrinking, and the 
ZLOGOLIH�FDQQRW�¿QG�DGHTXDWH�VXVWHQDQFH��+XPDQV��ZKRVH�LUUDWLRQDO�DFWLRQV�SDUWO\�FDXVH�WKH�
desertification, are also affected by this natural disaster. Thanks to the timely reactions of 
JRYHUQPHQW��RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�ORFDO�SHRSOH��WKH�GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ�WUHQG�LV�ODUJHO\�UHVWUDLQHG�E\�
solutions ranging from politics to economics to ecology. Given all these points stated above, 
LW�LV�FOHDU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�,QQHU�0RQJROLD�KDV�H[HUWHG�JUHDW�QHJDWLYH�
LQÀXHQFHV�RQ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�KXPDQ�OLIH��VR�LW�LV�SUHVVLQJ�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�DFWLYHO\�
combat this crisis and recover disappearing grasslands. The article still has some parts that 
can be improved. For example, it lacks appropriate experiments to test the practicality of 
the proposed solutions. In the future, the author will put the research focus on ameliorating 
FXUUHQW�JUDVVODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�PHWKRGV�DQG�HYDOXDWLQJ�WKH�H൵HFWLYHQHVV�RI�QHZ�WULDOV�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKHVH�DWWHPSWV�FDQ�EH�DSSOLHG�LQ�D�UHDO�VLWXDWLRQ�WR�¿JKW�GHVHUWL¿FDWLRQ�
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Octopus Autotomy $OYD�+H��%HQQ\�&DR��
/XF\�'LDR��<YRQQH�2X

7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�FDQ�DUP�DXWRWRP\�HQVXUH�RFWR�
SXV¶VXUYLYDO"�+RZ�FDQ�WKLV�GHIHQVH�PHFKDQLVP�

� ,Q� RUGHU� WR� H[SORUH� WKHVH� SUREOHPV��
ZH� WKLQN� WKDW� WKH� EHQHILW� RI� DXWRWRP\�
FDQ� FHUWDLQO\� RXWZHLJK� LWV� VKRUW�WHUP�
GUDZEDFNV� DQG� KHOS� LQFUHDVH� RFWRSXV
�
OLYDELOLW\�LQ�GDQJHURXV�VLWXDWLRQV��)URP�
RFWRSXV
� DXWRWRP\�ZH� OHDUQ� WKDW� VRPH�
WLVVXH�� DIWHU� EHLQJ� FXW�� FDQ� UHJHQHUDWH�
DQG� TXLFNO\� UHFRYHU� LWV� QRUPDO� IXQF�
WLRQV��7KLV�TXDOLW\�FDQ�LQVSLUH�ERWK�H[�
LVWLQJ� WUDQVSODQWDWLRQ� VXUJHULHV� DQG�
KXPDQ�DXWRWRP\�WKDW�PLJKW�EH�UHDOL]HG�
LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�
� $XWRWRP\�� DOVR� FDOOHG� VHOI�DPSXWD�
WLRQ��LV�GHILQHG�DV�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�FHUWDLQ�
DQLPDOV�WR�UHOHDVH�SDUW�RI�WKH�ERG\�WKDW�
KDV�EHHQ�JUDVSHG�E\�DQ�H[WHUQDO�DJHQW��
7KHUH� DUH� WZR� SXUSRVHV� RI� DXWRQRP\��
ILUVW� LV� IRU� SURWHFWLRQ� XVH�� RU� LW� FDQ� EH�
FDOOHG�DV�GHIHQVH�PHFKDQLVP��VHFRQG�LV�
IRU� UHSURGXFWLRQ��ZKLFK� LV� ERWK� VH[XDO�
DQG�DVH[XDO��

7KHUH� DUH� WKUHH� NLQGV� RI� %UHDNDJH�
SODQH�� 3HUPDQHQW� ]RQH� RI� ZHDNQHVV�
�EUHDNDJH�]RQHV� WKDW�DUH�DOZD\V� OHYHOV�
RI� OHDVW� UHVLVWDQFH��� SRWHQWLDO� ]RQH� RI�
ZHDNQHVV��DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�DXWRWRP\��WKH�
ERG\� SDUW� VWDUWHG� WR� ORVH� VWUHQJWK� DQG�
EUHDN��� DQG� HFRQRP\� RI� DXWRWRP\��
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�YDU\�WKH�GHWDFK�
PHQW� VLWH� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� DPRXQW� RI�
DUP�ORVW��

�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�DXWRWRP\��WKH�ERG\�SDUW�
VWDUWHG�WR�ORVH�VWUHQJWK�DQG�EUHDN���DQG�
HFRQRP\�RI�DXWRWRP\��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�DELO�
LW\� WR�YDU\� WKH�GHWDFKPHQW�VLWH�DFFRUG�
LQJ�WR�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�DUP�ORVW�
� &HSKDORSRGD� IROORZV� HFRQRP\� RI�
DXWRWRP\�ZKLFK�LV�EUHDNDJH�RFFXUV�MXVW�
SUR[LPDO�WR�ZKHUH�WKH�DUP�LV�JUDVSHG�RU�
ZKHUH� WKH� DUP� KRRNV� KROG� RQWR� DQ�
REMHFW�� 1RW� DOO� DUPV� KDG� WKH� VDPH�
FKDQFH� RI� JHWWLQJ� DXWRWRPL]HG��7KLV� LV�
PRVW�OLNHO\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�YDUL�
RXV� DUPV� VHUYH� GLVWLQFW� SXUSRVHV�� 7KH�
UHSURGXFWLYH� DUP� RI�PDOH� RFWRSXVHV� LV�
RQH�H[DPSOH�RI�DUP�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ��DV�LW�
LV� WUDQVIHUUHG� WR� WKH� IHPDOH� GXULQJ�
PDWLQJ�E\�WKLV�DUP��7KH�ORVV�RI�WKLV�DUP�
ZRXOG� EH� GHOHWHULRXV� WR� PDOH� ILWQHVV��
ZKLFK� LV� OLNHO\� ZK\� DXWRWRP\� RI� WKH�
WKLUG� ULJKW� DUP� LV� UDWKHU� XQFRPPRQ� LQ�
WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV��
� ,Q� FRQWUDVW�� DQWHULRU� DUPV� DUH� IUH�
TXHQWO\� HPSOR\HG� WR� H[SORUH� WKH� HQYL�
URQPHQW�DQG�KDYH�D�KLJKHU�UDWH�RI�DUP�
ORVV��2QH�PRUH�SRLQW�WR�QRWLFH�LV�WKDW�DX�
WRWRP\� LV� FRQWUROOHG� E\� WKH� QHUYRXV�
V\VWHP�� +RZHYHU�� WKHUH� LV� GHEDWH� RQ�
ZKHWKHU� LV� UHIOH[LYH� RU� LQYROYHG� VRPH�
&16� FRQWURO�� DQG� WKUHVKROG� LV� QHHGHG�
�HQRXJK� LQWHUQDO� VWLPXOL�� IRU� GHWDFK�
PHQW�

===========================

===========================
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 Now we want to discuss about regeneration. 
There are two types of regeneration, which is 
categorized based on whether or not a blastema 
is formed: the first is a morphallaxis, which is 
the regeneration of specific tissue in a variety of 
organisms due to loss or death of the existing 
tissue; and the second is epimorphosis, which is 
defined as the regeneration of a specific part of 
an organism in a way that involves extensive 
cell proliferation of somatic stem cells,[1] de-
differentiation, and reformation, as well as blas-
tema formation.
 Apparently, octopus’regeneration of their 
arms is categorized as epimorphosis. 
 There are Specific Stages of Regeneration: in 
Stage 1 from surgery to day-7, the central nerve 
axis protrudes and the wound's edge contracts 
in this condition. One or two suckers next to 
the lesion shift forward a few hours after lesion-
ing; they only return to their usual location 2 or 
3 days afterwards. The epidermis takes five to 
seven days to complete covering the wound. In 
Stage 2, from day 5 to 14, A bud-shaped hemi-
sphere forms at the injury site due to scar 
edema at the level of the nerve axis. In Stage 3, 
from day 10 to 21, characterized by the forma-
tion of a conical shape in the regenerative 
tissue. In Stage 4, from day 17 to 25, Rough 
suckers form on the ventral side of the stump 
closest to the lesion first, followed by the regen-
erating tissue. In Stage 5 from day 25 to 35, 
chromatophores gradually appear within the 
regenerating tissue. Finally, in Stage 6, which is 
beyond day 30, the regenerated arm regains its 
functionality. It becomes thicker, the new suck-
ers gain function, and chromatophores in-
crease in number, growing larger and darker. 
 There are some benefits of arm autonomy. 
The first benefit of arm autotomy is stopping 
the pain, or noxious stimuli. 

When octopus feel extreme puncture or crush on 
their arms, they will perform arm autotomy to stop 
the pain. The experiment done by Jean S. Alupay 
and her colleague can support our view. In this ex-
periment, Jean S. Alupay and her colleague raised a 
group of octopuses called Abdopus aculeatus and 
divided them into two groups. One group is normal 
octopus without any prior treatment. The other 
group is injected with anesthesia. By using several 
Semmes–Weinstein filaments with different firm-
ness to produce tip pressure on the arms of A. acu-
leatus, Alupay and his colleagues found that octopus 
will induce some wound-directed behavior (Hoch-
ner). For example, after they are injured, they will 
show immediate ground grooming behavior that 
lasts for about 20 minutes. Several hours later, the in-
jured area was purposefully protected by octopus 
through behavior like curling. However, the group 
of octopuses that was injected with anesthesia didn't 
show the activity described above. (Hochner)
 Through the experiment, Alupay found in five in-
jured octopuses, 4 of them perform arm injury while 
they are sensing the noxious stimuli. Therefore, we 
can conclude that arm autotomy is a nocifensive be-
havior, a behavior happens while an animal feels 
pain. Thus, this experiment proves that apart from 
defensive mechanism while octopus meet emergen-
cy, octopus will also induce arm autotomy while they 
are experiencing pain-like feeling, and they do so to 
stop the pain. So that's how octopus can benefits 
from arm autotomy by stopping the pain feeling.
 Autonomy can also help creatures to escape from 
capture of predators. Autotomy is the shedding of a 
body part as a means of secondary defense when a 
predator that has already made contact with the or-
ganism. Octopus will use arm autotomy when sever-
al of their tentacles are tightly captured by predators, 
such as sperm whales, sharks and hawksbill turtles. 
This defensive tactic offers octopus a possibility to 
escape from the nearly desperate situation.
 In order to escape, octopus can use arm autoto-
my to cut off their captured tentacles (usually those 
are less important ones, because octopus will deliber-
ately protect their crucial arms such as reproductive 
arms from being easily caught). There are also other 
ways, for example, arms that are cut off are still active 
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 There is an elaborate peripheral nervous 
system containing neurons distributed along 
each arm. Motor neurons stimulate the intrinsic 
muscles of the arm and locally control muscle 
action. There is still potential difference on the 
neuron membrane, which generates an electri-
cal signal that stimulates muscle tissues contrac-
tion and sustain the movement of the arm.
 In a short time after the autotomy, the blood 
vessel at the cut-off site will greatly shrink to 
reduce blood loss and preserve energy for the 
octopus to run away.
After about a month, the octopus can regain a 
new arm with normal functionality through re-
generation. Therefore, the benefit of arm autot-
omy—preventing being eaten by predators—is 
much more significant than its temporary costs.

O. deletron cannot swim swiftly and freely as it nor-
mally does. Thus, the squid will experience a decrease 
in motor ability and a following decrease in fitness. 
This is a short-term loss since the arm tissues will 
regrow.
 O. deletron has been proposed to use the terminal 
photophores, which emit brief simultaneous flashes 
from the arm tips, as lures for potential prey or to 
signal to conspecifics. The loss of these photophores 
resulting from arm autotomy could make prey entice-
ment or mate attraction and signaling less effective.   

 There are many drawbacks of autotomy due 
to the loss of tissue: First, the handicaps reduce 
locomotor efficiency, and locomotor is defined 
as one of the four component types of an organ-
ism’s body pattern. Locomotor components 
and maneuvers are movements of the whole 
body or its constituents.
 O. deletron has many modes of locomotion. 
Among Fins Flapping, Backward Gliding, For-
ward Gliding, and etc., which mainly require 
the use of its fins, there is one type of transition 
movement called “Arm Spread”. t involves 
all eight arms spreading into a wide circle, and 
then returning to the previous or a new posture. 
The process is usually rapid. Most often the 
arms are straight while spread, but they can 
curve orally, clockwise, or counterclockwise 
distally. 
 The mesopelagic squid Octopoteuthis 

deletron lives in a habitat where food is limited and 
potentially hard to find, so it must maintain neutral 
buoyancy or swim constantly. Without eight full 
arms, 

 The third costs of autotomy in the mesopelagic 
squid Octopoteuthis deletron is the energetic cost of re-
growing the body part.
 After autotomy, animals must allocate energy to re-
generating the autotomized tissue.
 Animals make preferential investment in regenera-
tion of autotomized tissue over contributions to nutri-
ent reserves. The metabolic rates increase during regen-
eration.
The squid O. deletron minimizes the costs of autotomy 
through the practice of “economy of autotomy”: 
arms are autotomized just slightly above where the arm 
hooks hold onto an object, minimizing the amount of 
tissue loss.
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There are many application in the society that we can use this technique. For example, in the process of transplant. 

In about six weeks, the transplanted liver section grows 
into a normal sized, fully functioning liver in the recipi-
ent. The donor's remaining liver regenerates to its origi-
nal volume.
Autonomy can also be used in human society. 

 If human is capable of autotomy at minimal costs on 
one day, self-rescue in emergencies will be possible. For 
example, when earthquake or hurricane comes, unfortu-
nately someone is trapped under the concrete slab de-
bris/tree, autotomy may enable him to escape from col-
lapse, and his lost limb might regenerate after a period of 
time. Still, it is used as a last-resort method just as how 
rare the squids use it.

 According to a BBC news, octopus receive assistance 
from their peers by reusing the broken arm left by those 
who have previously undergone arm autotomy. This 
process has inspired delicate transplant surgeries 
claimed by the source.
Such inter-individual assistance which utilizes the ability 
of regeneration also exists in human society. Living 
Donor Liver Transplantation (LDLT) is such a surgery 
that patients with end-stage liver disease would choose 
to take, as their diseased liver is firstly removed and then 
replaced by the donated healthy liver portion. The sur-
geons connect their blood vessels and bile ducts to the 
new liver..
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      The Chinese government has been working 
to develop more effective vaccines since the 
discovery of the Neocoronavirus in 2020 in order 
WR�H൵HFWLYHO\�PLWLJDWH�RU�HYHQ�VXSSUHVV�WKH�ULVN�RI�
Neocoronavirus in humans. In June 2021, China 
will have 7 Neocoronavirus vaccines, 8 vaccines 
approved abroad, and 1 mRNA vaccine ethically 
approved abroad.
     The world's  f irst  inhalable Neocrown 
vaccine will  be unveiled at  the "2021 5th 
Hainan International Health Industry Expo" 
from November 12-14, 2021. Visitors will be 
able to try out the inhalable Neocrown vaccine, 
which uses the same vaccine formulation as the 
intramuscular injection. As for the inhalation 
vaccine, it is administered in a different manner, 
but the nebulizer is used to nebulize the vaccine 
into tiny particles that are inhaled through the 
oral passageway, stimulating mucosal immunity, 
humoral immunity, and cellular immunity, just like 
an invisible mask covering the human respiratory 
tract. Injections into the muscles cannot induce this 

mucosal immunity.
       An audience member can inject the New 
Crown vaccine through a special straw that is 
contained in a cup. The process is similar to 
drinking milk tea. Those who have children at 
home will be very familiar with this nebulized 
inhalation method, as children get nebulized 
inhalation in the hospital for colds. This New 
Crown vaccine is administered the same way. In 
the future, people may use this new method of 
vaccine injection widely because it's very easy 
and everyone can do it themselves. In contrast 
to vaccinations, people must queue up to get 
a number, and the doctor will then inject them 
himself. This is a huge boon for people who fear 
pain and want to get vaccinated.
     It is currently being urgently applied to use this 
nebulized inhalation New Crown vaccine, and a 
New Crown vaccine that does not need injections 
will be available soon, so will you be using it when 
it becomes available?

World's First Inhalable 
Neo-coronavirus Vaccine
Evelyn Zhu
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寒假那些事

       盼望已久的寒假终于开始了，各个年级的同学都在寒假中享受这自己的时
光，为将来更好的自己做准备。寒假就像一本书，翻开第一页，我们在每一页
都写上自己寒假生活的精彩和快乐。

       高二的寒假摇摆于升学的焦虑和生
活的平淡美好中。虽然但是，我还是有
在努力挖掘生活中一些弥足珍贵的小美
好的———拉开窗帘时收获的大晴天，
和很久没见的朋友的相聚，MT比赛出
现意外却也收获了不一样的惊喜和回
忆，等等等等⋯⋯寒假中最让人期待的
就是新年了。虽然每年上海的年味都比
较平淡，小时候能放的烟花现在也不能
放了，但家里的人们团聚在一起时还是
倍感温馨的。围在圆桌吃饭时，大家畅
谈着对来年的期许，顺遂将心愿写在对
联上，但愿新年平安快乐、万事胜意！

       申请季结束这个寒假应该是我过得
最快乐的一个寒假，之后还有考试，但
是写完文书就完全没有动力学习了所以
一直很放松，有时间补了以前想看的剧
和番，玩了之前很想玩的游戏。之后上
大学了应该会很忙吧，好好享受一下这
个无所事事的假期。然后就是突然发现
今年可能是未来一段时间里最后一次在
中国过年了，所以再好好享受一下这个
和家人一起热闹的春节吧！

       寒假对我来说是一次久违的休息时
间，之前因为升学而忙得不可开交，现
在终于有了喘息的时间。能干很久就想
干的事情，做采访，写文章，阅读，写
评论，刷剧，和陪伴家人⋯⋯ 寒假也预
示着一年的终结，迎来了新的一年。这
是我成年后的第一个寒假，按理说是再
也收不到红包的，却也因为也是我在中
国最后一个寒假，收到了许多人的祝福。
和家里人团聚，聊着从前的事情，这是
我现在最舒心的时候，也是我极其想要
珍惜的时光。
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       这个寒假非常的寒冷，但是我的寒
假却非常的温暖。和久违的父母见面，
和许久不见的亲戚重聚，和天天网上聊
天的哥哥姐姐见面，我们抛开烦心的事
情，和大家一起看春晚，一起看年夜饭。
这一次因为疫情的原因，我们不能去外
地旅游，但是就在自己的家乡溜达，也
发现有很多可以去的地方，我们去了一
个十公里的步行古道走了半圈，我们去
了新开的商场逛街，我们还去了洞头的
海边拍照，这都是美好的回忆啊。

       时间可过得真快啊，一晃悠，寒
假都过了一半，想想之前的时光，总
感觉什么事情都没干，但也不是一直
无所事事，浪费了许多时间在美好的
事物上。和家里人相聚，吃年夜饭，
吐槽春晚，刷剧，读书，这都是我空
下来想完成的事情。终于，能在寒假
的空隙中享受自己真正想做的事情，
这也是无比让我开心的时光。接下来
的时间，我可能要做一个好的规划，
把剩下来的时间利用好，让这个寒假
过的更加充实和美好。

       爆竹声中一岁除，寒假对我来说最期
待的就是年夜饭。我最喜欢奶奶做的年
糕和爸爸亲自下厨做的鱼。这都有着非
常美好的寓意，比如说吃了年糕年年高
或者年年有余。为了准备这场年夜饭，
我的爸爸妈妈爷爷奶奶都是一大早起来
就开始做准备，各自分工明确，各自备菜，
分别买菜，这顿饭吃了整整一天。除了
年夜饭，我还非常期待新年上映的电影，
包括《奇迹笨小孩》和《长津湖》我都
想和爸爸妈妈一起去看，我希望这能成
为美好的回忆，也希望能多陪陪自己的
父母，毕竟等过几年出国后就没时间了。
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Shanghai:
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On 17. September. 2021, the first TEDxWLSA 
Shanghai was held in the auditorium of WSA 

Baoshan Campus with the help of core members 
Ailli, Sanny, Yineng, Poll, and Kelly. Themed 
"breakthrough", this is a stage built for everyone: 
whoever you are, speaking out loud. In this event, 
we invited nine speakers with different cultural 
backgrounds. They stood on the stage, facing 90 
visitors and over 200+ online viewers to share the 
breakthrough in their life. Despite the content 
of the speech, the interflow and mutual learning 
between the various themes and speakers is also a 
form of breakthrough. 

Recollecting every speech on that night, we can think of a feast of the wisdom of knowledge, 
the powerful language that arouses various 
emotions, and powerful inspiration for people to 
make a change. Dressed in formal suits, speakers 
stand in front of the camera. At that moment, 
they were not only sharing an experience about 
breakthrough but were also breaking through their 
old frontier, to pioneer a new idea, a new message, 
a new story. While audiences left that auditorium 
or closed that player interface, they left with plenty 
of thoughts and a new determination. 

Students  in  WLSA Shangha i  a re  a lways c h a l l e n g e d  t h em s e l v e s  t o  w e l c om e 
breakthroughs. We sprinkle our passion with colors 
and lines to construct their world; we hold our pen 
to build an argument and shape the academia; we 
stand up to communicate what do we believe. In 
the future, we want to continue this breakthrough, 
not only in the stage of TED but in everything we 
can make our voice.

We can make our voice through art. WLSA 
opened a new class called Art History, 

which received great popularity among students. 
Appreciating the beauty of art and traveling around 
in ancient history simultaneously, students feel 
inspired to interpret across different cultures, to 
explore the instinctive expression of our ancestors, 
to create artworks by yourself, and to love the 
world. In this class, students got new inspiration or 
find something they love. In this class, numerous 
brilliant artworks are created in the form of videos, 
so audiences can see how people in Greece or 
in Egypt dress, how they talk, what their stories 
soundlike. This new class is a form of breakthrough.

We can make our voice through creation. 
In our English class, students worked on a 

special projectcalled illumination project, where 
students would create an artwork about Hamlet and 
wrote an artistic statement about it. This project is so 
special for it combines English classics and creation. 
In another word, students are interpreting Hamlet 
from a personal and creative perspective. Looking at 
the finished artworks, we see oil painting imitating 
the style of Van Gogh to reveal the chaotic mental 
state of Hamlet; we see the sculptures depicting 
the scenes that the skulls stacked into a hill, leaving 
one crown on the top; we see the videos in the 
style of shadow puppetry to reveal the theme of 
determinism. This project is a form of breakthrough.

We can make our voice through seminars. In 
our unique Ethic class, students will have 

philosophical debates surrounding a certain excerpt 
written by great philosophers. In these seminars, we 
summarized the key points in the article; we raised 
our opinion based on these fundamental viewpoints; 
we attacked others’ weak points and build our 
argument. Through this process, students practiced 
their critical thinking skills and also established 
their system of philosophy. They are exploring the 
world from a more fundamental perspective and are 
thinking about the problem from a unique angle. 
What this class brings us is a breakthrough. 

We can make our voice through our talents. At 
the end of the semester, with the help from 

student union, WLSA held an online talent show, 
encouraging both teachers and students to perform 
their talents. We immersed in the soft songs sung 
by teachers and students. We felt relaxed with the 
graceful sound of piano. We became excited when 
dance club dancing happily. Even online, students 
can still express their appreciation and excitement 
through giving “likes” and commenting online.

The breakthrough of WLSA is endless. Our WeChat Official Account, our plain wall in the 
school, our brand-new notebook, our campus, our 
heart⋯ We are always breaking through to a new 
world.
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